Athens blast kills l f misses minister 

ATHENS (R) — A powerful explosion in central Athens Ml**! one 
person on Tuesday and narrowly missed Greek Finance Minister T«n«n« 
Palaiokrassas and his family, police said. Four people were injured in dm 
blast just off Constitution Square, a popular tourist landmark. Mr. 
Palaiokrassas, who has helped implement a tough economic austerity 
plan, was cot slightly in the hue, eyewitnesses add. A parked ear was 
engulfed in flames and one ride of the ministers silver merccdes was badly 
damaged. Hk meraedea bad slowed down to turn when the blast occurred. 
The car was carrying the minister, his wile and daughter. Police the 
attack was staged with two rocket-prapdled grenades, often used by the 
leftist November 17 guerrilla group. The group has killed 38 people*, 
several in bomb and rocket attacks, in Athens aim 197S. Mr. 
Palaiokrassas escaped serious injury because of his car’s special armour, 
police said. 



Anind 
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Palestinian shot dead In West Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — A Palestinian was shot dead in 
the occupied West Bank late on Monday night. In the occupied Gaza Strip 
op Tuesday, a second truce brokered by prominent Palestinians was 
announced between Fateh supporters and adherents of the Hamas Islamic 
fundamentalist movement, Palestinians said. An initial truce fell apart on 
Saturday after one day. Palestinians said on Tuesday that an army 
undercover unit in the West Bank ambushed and shot dead Amad 
Shteiwi, 25. They said Mr. Shteiwi was shot as be hid an illegal pistol in an 
ohve grove near Jaba village south of Jenin on Monday night. Military 
officials denied soldiers killed Mr. Sbteiwi. Police said their investigation 
of the death was hampered because Arabs had snatched the young man’s 
body from a local hospital. A companion who accompanied Mr. Shteiwi to 
the olive grove said be waited outside it and heard shots after Mr. Shteiwi 
entered. He went in, found Mr. Shteiwi shot dead and saw two men in 
blade masks fleeing the scene. 
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Abu Jaber meets 

PLO official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber Tues- 
day held talks wiih Mahmoud 
Abbas, a member of the Palestine 
.liberation Organisation (PLO) 
executive committee. The meet- 
ing, which was attended by Minis- 
ter of State for Prime Ministry 
Afairs Ibrahim Izzeddine and 
. Awqaf and Islamic Affair s Minis- 
ter fazedine A1 Khatib A3 Tami- 
mi, discussed the conditions of 
Islamic holy sites in occupied 
Jerusalem and the latest develop- 
ments in the region. Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Ai Tayyeb 

j Abdul Rahim said following the 
1 meeting that the two sides discus- 
sed ways of enhancing Arab coor- 
dination in the Arab- Israeli peace 
talks and preparations far holding 
a coordination meeting in 
Damascus. Mr. Abbas later left 
for Moscow for talks on Russia’s 
role in the peace process. 

' Israelis, allies shell 
Lebanese villages 

NABATTYEH, Lebanon (R) — 
Israeli and allied artillery gunners 
shelled villages in South Lebanon 
for a third consecutive day on 
Tuesday, security sources said. 
They said Israeli and South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia gunners 
shelled the edges of the town of 
Nabatiycb, Ali Taher Hill and 
Kfar Ronmmane village outside 

Ugi Israel’s self-styled “security 
zone” in the south. There was no 
report of casualties but the shell- 
ing started several fires in the 
area. One civilian was killed on 
Monday when SLA gunners fired 
shells around two villages outside 
tiie border enclave. 

King Fahd replaces 
Saudi security chief _ 

RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd 
issued a royal decree Tuesday 
appointing a new chief of security 
for Saudi Arabia. The decree said 

j the request of General Abdul 
Rahman Al Sheikh to be retired 
was accepted. It said staff Briga- 
dier Ahmad Ben Mohammad 
Ben Abdullah Bilal, the liaison 
coordinator for the ministry, was 
promoted to staff general and 
appointed as the new director of 
public security. The decree gave 
no reason for the retirement. 

De Mlchelis faces 
corruption probe 

" VENICE, Italy, (R) — Former 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianni 
de MkheHs is to be investigated 
by magistrates probing alleged 
corruption involving public works 
contracts, the Italian news agency 
ANSA reported on Tuesday. The 
flamboyant De Mlchelis, foreign - 
minister for three years until last 
month, was told be was under 

jA investigation by magistrates in 

” the city of Venice > 

Velayatl begins visit 
to Germany 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
Tuesday left Tehran for Ger- 
many, where he is expected to 
call for closer ties between the 
two countries. The Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) said 
that on his three-day visit, Mr. 
Velayati will discuss “bilateral 
issues and international develop- 
ments” with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and other high-ranking offi- 
cials. 

OIC condemns 
Hindu attempts 

f JEDDAH (AP)— The Organisa- 
tion of Islamic Conference (OIC) 
Tuesday condemned attempts by 
Hindus to demolish the Ayodhya j 
Babri mosque in India. A state- 
ment by the 47-member organisa- 
tion expressed “profound ccn-t 
cern” over reports that at 
graveyard adjoining the mosque* 
was dug np by extremists to al 
depth of 3.6 metres. “The OIC 
feeb that these threats and acts, 
constitute a serious violation of 
the religious rights of the Indian: 
M uslims as well as'tbcir Islamic 
heritage.” the statement said. 

, Panic Installed as 
j prime minister 

} BELGRADE (R) — The federal 
parliament in Belgrade on Tues- 
day installed American mil- 
lionaire Milan Panic as the first 
prime "wwk*** * of the new Yugos-, 
la via, comprising Serbia and} 
Montenegro.’ 


Baker due in Mideast soon to advance peace process 


Washington hopes to 
‘get ball rolling again 9 


Combined agency dispatches 

PRESIDENT GEORGE Bush is 
sending Secretary of State James 
Baker to the Middle East “to get 
the ball rolling again” on peace 
talks now that Israel has a new 
{»ime minister. 

Acting quickly after the forma- 
tion of a new Israeli government, 
Mr. Bush directed Mr. Baker to 
fly to Israel tins weekend on a trip 
that also will include visits to 
neighbouring Arab states. 

Jordan said that Mr. Baker’s trip 
should help get AraMsraefi peace 
tft fks moving again. 

“Any genuine and active and dyna- 
mic involvement in the peace process 
by the United States I think is helpfol 
and useful to the acceleration of the 
movement of the peace process,” 
Information Minister Mahmoud Al 
Sharif told Renters. He said he wel- 
comed die U.S. official’s visit. 

Israel's new finance minister said 
Mr. Baker was due in Israel Sunday. 

Abraham Shohat, finance minister 
in Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s 
new government, has said a chief 
■priority is securing U.S. loan guaran- 
tees to help integrate Jewish unmig- 
rants from the former Soviet Union. 

“The feet the U.S. president and 
secretary, of state called die prime 
mmigfiT 'immediately after the gov- 
ernment was approved and the secret- 
ary of state wifl arrive here on Sunday 
has economic significance, not only 
political significance” be said on tak- 
ing over from outgoing Finance ■ 
Minister Yitzhak Modai. 

Vacationing at bis summer home in 
Kexmebunkport. Maine, Mr. Bosh 
telephoned Mr. Rabin to c ong ratu- 

iDeMm M *pprf»V- 

al Monday of* Ins new centre left 
coalition government. 

Both leaders agreed during the 
conversation “that it would be good 
for Secretary Baker to visit Israel acd 


its neighbours next week to get the 
ball raffing again," said White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater. 

Mr. Bush also invited Mr. Rabin to 
visit Kexmebunkport in early August, 
bat no dare was set, Mr. Firewater 
said. Mr. Bush has hosted a number 
of world leaders at his seaside home, 
iodnefing His Majesty King Hussein, 
bat never before one from Israel. 

Mr. Baker said it would be ali right 
with the Bari) administration if Mr. 
Rabin or Arab leaden* came up with a 
formula for the talks that differs from 
the one he developed during six trips 
to the Middle East last year. 

“I think that anytime Arab nations 
and Israel can sit down face-to-face 
and talk peace, it is a very good 
thing,” Mr. Baker said, “whether it is 
done in the context of the peace 
process which we have developed or 
whether it is done outside of it. We 
should not exdude anything that can 
lead to peace.” 

At a news briefing, state Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret TutwiJ- 
er offered no specific comment when 
asked about Mr. Rabin’s offer. 

“We obviously look forward to 
working with the new government,” 
she said. 

Asked if senior Stare Deportment 
Officials were p lanning tO gO tO Tgrawl 
to prepare for an early Rabin visit to 
the United States, Ms. Tbtwiler re- 
plied, “There are no firm answers or 
firm decisions oo any of dial.” She 
pointed out that any Rabin visit to the 
U.S. would be at the invitation of the 
White House. 

The Middle East peace talks 
opened last October in Madrid but 
were suspended in May for Israel's 
election. Both sides agreed to bold 
the next round in Rome but oo date 
has beep set. . ... 

Mr. Rabin on Monday repeated the 
offer of aD previous Israeli govern- 
ments to meet Arab heads of state in 
occupied Jerusalem or in their coun- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians challenge 
Israeli premier to show 
seriousness by deeds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Senior Palestinian 

Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin to show he was .serious 
about Middle East peace efforts. 

Faisal Al Husseini and Haidar 
Abdul Shall told foreign journal- 
ists they wanted Mr. Rabin to 
step confiscation of land and 
bonding of Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories and free 
Palestinian prisoners as goodwill 
gestures. ' 

In Tunis, die Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) has cal- 
led an enlarged meeting of tbe^ 
Palestinian leadership to work' 
out its response to Mr. Rabin’s 
peace overtures. 

The top-level strategy meeting, 
which will include leaders of all 
PLO factions, will be held in 
Toms next Tuesday, PLO offi- 
cials said. 

Bassam Aba Sharif, political 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, simultaneously blasted- 
Mr. Rabin’s proposals to breathe 
new life into the Middle East 
peace talks. 

He criticised the Israeli leader 
for not taking up an offer to meet 
Mr. Arafat. 

“Mr. Rabin failed to show 
courage and take the necessary 
step to react to Mr.' Arafat’s 
proposal that the two men should 
sit down to negotiate a political 
solution,” Mr. Abu Sharif said. 

Nfr. Rabin excluded the PLO 
and Arafat from his offer to meet 
Arab leaders in their capitals or 
in occupied Jerusalem, Mr. Abu' 
Sharif noted. 

“He totally forgot the Palesti- 
nians’ representatives." 

The new Israeli leader said he 
wanted to meet members of the 
Palestiman-Joidaman peace team 
or the Palestinian subcommittee 
negotiating an interim self-rule 
arrangement for the 1.75 million 
Palestinians under Israeli role. 

Arab delegates, including 
Palestinians, misted attempts by 
“Mr. Rabin’s predecessor, Yitzhak 
Shamir, to move negotiations to 
the Middle East insisting they be 
held on neutral ground. 

Some Palestinian leaders in the 
occupied territories have said Mr. 
-Rabin's speed had both positive- 
and negataive elements while 
others dismissed it as “not en- 


couraging.” 

Mr. Abdul Shafi said he was 
x&couraged by Mr. Rabin’s in- 
sistence that Israel would never 
completely withdraw as it had 
from the Egyptian Sinai under a 
1979 peace treaty with Cairo. 

“We are committed to the 
peace process and we will go to 
the next round of talks in Rome 
with an open mind,” he said. 

In a speech before taking office 
in parliament on Monday, Mr. 
Rabin said he was eager to speed 
up peace efforts and proposed 
informal talks in occupied Jeru- 
salem on the nine-month-old 
U.S.-brokered peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Husseini, overall chief of 
the Palestinian team to Middle 
East peace talks, said Mr. Rabin 
could caD directly if be was se- 
rious about informally meeting 
Jordanian and Palestinian peace 
negotiators. 

“We are in Jerusalem, and be 
can telephone us directly, not on 
television. We are not for away,” 
Mr. Husseini told Israeli army 
radio in Hebrew. 

Mr. Rabin favours freezing set- 
tlement activity in populated 
areas in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip but wants to continue build- 
ing around Arab East Jerusalem 
and along the demarcation line 
with Jordan and Syria in areas he 
says are vital to “security.” 

Mr. Rabin’s invitation to Arab 
peace negotiators to meet him in 
occupied Jerusalem was dismis- 
sed by Jordan and analysts dose 
to die government called the in- 
vitation political acrobatics aimed 
at the Americans. 

PLO spokesman Ahmad 
Abdul Rahman criticised Mr. 
Rabin for failing to mention UJST. 
land-for-peace resolutions on the 
basis of which the United States, 
and Russia have sponsored the 
talks. 

“The most important thing is 
not what Rabin said, but what he 
has not said, like a commitment 
to U.N. resolutions 242 ami -338, 
and to the formula land for 
peace,” Mr. Abdnl Rahman said 
m Tunis. 

Members of the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee, the Central 
C o mmit tee of the mainstream 
Fateh movement, leaders of the- 

(Continued ou page 5) 



(Left) Yitzhak Rabin addresses the Israeli parliament (Knesset) Monday. (Right) Shimon Peres and other members vote for Shevah 
Weiss as Knesset speaker 

Rabin upbeat on U.S. ties, peace moves 

No more funds for settlements, says Ben Eliezer 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said 
Tuesday that a phone call from 
President George Bush left him 
hopeful Israel could improve re- 
lations with the United States and 
speed up negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Rabin formally took over 
from Yitzhak Shamir on Tues- 
day, a day after winning par- 
liamentary backing for his left-of- 
centre coalition and inviting 
Palestinians to informal talks in 
occupied Jerusalem. to improve 
the atmosphere for formal nego- 
tiations. 

Palestinian leaders on Tuesday 
left open the possibility they 
might accept the offer and said 
they saw positive signs in Mr. 
Rabin’s pledge to step up auton- 
omy negotiations. 

But they criticised Mr. Rabin 
for not saying specifically he 
would give land for peace, and 
warned that Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territoriesrremamed 


a key sticking point in the talks. 

As if to allay their fears, Mr. 
Rabin’s housing minister said 
Tuesday the government would 
not spend money building new 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza. 

“Well, I can promise you 
something, no more money will 
go to new settlements.” 
Binyamin Ben Eliezer on 
Israel Television. 

Mr. Ben Eliezer took over re- 
sponsibility for the housing minis- 
try from Ariel Sharon, the main 
architect of Israel's settlement 
drive in the occupied territories in 
the last two years. 

“Mr. Sharon said at a handing 
over ceremony: "There is no 
chance that my achievements go 
down foe drain. There is such 
great activity, on such a 
tremendous scale. It can be 
slowed down, but it cannot be 
cancelled.” 

During Mr. Sharon’s term as 
bousing minister thousands of 


homes were built for Jews in toe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip where 100,000 Jews live 
among 1.75 milli on Palestinians. 

A freeze on settlement con- 
struction in the occupied territor- 
ies has been one of the demands 
of Arab states negotiating with 
Israel since Middle East peace 
talks were launched in Madrid 
last October. 

President Bush has called the 
settlements an obstacle to peace. 

Mr. Rabin has been inten- 
tionally vague on settlements. He 
has said he would curb “political” 
settlements in densely populated 
Arab areas but continue to ex- 
pand settlements to bolster 
Israel’s “security.” 

Mr. Ben Eliezer said Tuesday: 
“We will not creat a reality 
where another 100,000 Jews will 
live (in the occupied territories) 
while we are at toe start of a 
process that places a question 
mark behind toe status of the 
territories,” he said. 


The U.S. has demanded that 
Israel freeze settlement construc- 
tion. Mr. Shamir's refusal led to 
tensions with Mr. Bush who 
blocked Israeli requests for S10 
billion in U.S. loan guarantees 
for immigrant absorption. 

Mr. Rabin was upbeat Tuesday 
after getting congratulatory calls 
from Mr. Bush and U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker late 
Monday night. 

At a campagne ceremony to 
present his new government to 
Israeli President Chaim Herzog, 
Mr. Rabin said: 

“I believe, in light of my con- 
versation with President Bush 
and after him Secretary Baker, 
the diplomatic process will be 
accelerated and opportunities will, 
be found to improve relations 
with the United States in an effort 
to advance peacemaking and 
perhaps to find ways that will 
help us.” 

(Continued oo page 2) 


Jordan: 
Rabin’s 
offer is 
cosmetic 

AMMAN (J-T.) — Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber Tues- 
day described Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s invita- 
tion to Arab leaders to visit occu- 
pied Jerusalem for informal talks 
on the peace process as an 
attempt to “beautify” Israel’s im- 
age in the Arab World first and 
foremost. 

Dr. Abu Jaber told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that there were 
several facts that should be remem- 
bered. “The peace process is con- 
tinuing since October 1991. It is a 
very serious process and the Arab 
countries taking pan in the process — 
Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan 
— are keen to bring this process to 
success.” 

“Statements are not the main ele- 
ment in the process “but progress in 
negotiations is the real test for any 
advance and we are waiting for these 
statements to be translated into 
deeds.” 

In reply to Mr. Rabin’s stand that 
“security" settlements would be built 
in the occupied territories while 
“political” settlements would be 
frozen." the foreign minister said: 
“Real security can only be achieved 
by peace and not by increasing settle- 
ments or even by drawing differences 
between political and security settle- 
ments. 

“Dr. Abu Jaber noted that U.S. 
Secretary of State would visit the 
region next week for talks on the 
peace process and ways of achieving 
progress in it. 

On a coordination meeting which 
will be held in Damascus by the end 
of the month among Arab countries 
taking part in the Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations, be said Jordan was not in- 
formed on whether the meeting 
would be attended only by the four 
Arab states negotiating with Israel or 
also by others. 

Several coordination meetings have 
been held previously in Amman, 
Beirut and Damascus with the objec- 
tive of coordinating Arab stands. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said the Damascus 
meeting carries special weight be- 
cause it is held following tire Israeli 
elections and the recent develop- 
ments in the Israeli arena. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ghozali: Power struggle led to chaos 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Before 
an empty dock in Algeria’s trial 
of top Muslim fundamentalists, 
ex-Prime Minister Sidaiimad 
Ghozah Tuesday accused ruthless 
power-seekers of taking the coun- 
try into a year of violence and 
turmoil. 

Without naming either the 
leaders of the now-outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) or ex- 
President Chadh BcnjedkJ or 
those who backed them, Mr. 
Ghozali told the court: 

“What was responsible was the 
battle of the chairs — the conflict 
of power — those who wasted to 
stay in power and those who 
wanted power by violence,” 
Algiers Radio quoted him as 
saying. Foreign journalists are 
barred from court. 

Mr. Ghozali, a su r p ris e witness 
summoned only hours before be 
stood down as premier, said he 
warned FIS leaders Abassi Mada- 
ni and Ali Belhadj at a June 7 


Life terms sought 

Algeria’s military prosecution 
Tuesday demanded imprisonment 
for Abassi Madanl and All 
Belhadj, leaders of the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), Algiers 
Radio said. 

meeting last year. 

‘T have not come to stop peo- 
ple or dissolve a party, toe FIS. 
but if this (violence in toe streets) 
Continues, toe FIS will be des- 
troyed,” the radio added. 

The bearded Madani, 61 and- 
his fiery deputy Belhadj, 35, who 
led Algeria's most powerful 
opposition party, face charges in- 
cluding conspiracy against the 
stale, punishable by execution. 

They and five FIS men accused 
of lesser crimes, carrying np to 20 
years imprisonment, refuse to 
leave their cells. They say they 
are already condemned in what 


they term a political trial. 

Mr. Ghozali. former Parlia- 
ment Speaker Abdul Aziz Bel- 
khadem and Abdul Hamid 
Mehri, secretary-general of 
Algeria’s former ruling party, the 
National Liberation Front, 
appeared Tuesday morning. 

State radio cited military 
Jsoarces as saying that military 
prosecutor Beflcacetn Boukhari 
would call for life imprisonment 
for Mr. Madani and Mr. Belhadj, 
and seek prison terms of 10 to 15 
years for toe other defendants. 
The tribunal is expected to recess 
while pondering its decision. 

Ali Yahia Abdul Nour, a 
human-rights activist and one of 
toe defence lawyers, said again 
that toe military court has no 
•jurisdiction to try civilians. 

The decision Monday by the 
military tribunal in Blida, 50 
kilometres south of Algiers, to 

(Continued on page 5) 


S. Korean firm to explore 
for oil, gas in Jordan 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan said Tuesday 
it had reached agreement with 
South Koean firm Hanbo Energy 
Co. Ltd. to explore for oil and 
natural gas in two areas close to 
toe border with Iraq. 

Energy and Mineral Resources 
Minister Ali Abul Ragheb said 
Hanbo Energy, a Hanbo Group 
unit, would spend JD 17 million 
over six years for exploration in 
two areas covering 22,000 square 
metres. 

“We expea to sign toe agree- 
ment on Wednesday after the 
cabinet endorses the draft accord 
in tonight (Tuesday’s) session,” 
he told Reuters. 

The accord will take effect af- 
ter Parliament ratifies it and King 
Hussein signs a royal decree. 


The draft agreement gives 
Hanbo a 25-year production con- 
cession with the option of extend- 
ing a further five years for oil and 

10 years for natural gas in case of 
a find. 

Once actual work starts, Han- 
bo will be toe first foreign oil firm 
to return to Jordan after three 
Western companies pulled out 
over toe past three years after 
unsuccesful drilling. 

It will explore in the north- 
eastern Al Risheh area dose to 
Jordan’s frontiers with Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and Syria and in the 
nearby Sirhan region. 

Jordan, which has no signifi- 
cant proven reserves of its own, 
gets about 50,000 barrels of crude 

011 per day from Iraq. It produces 
only 275 barrels of oil a day from 
two exploratory oil wells in north- 

(Continued on page 5) 


Sudanese army captures - 
rebels’ main headquarters 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan’s military' government 
announced Tuesday the army has 
seized Torit, the rebels' main 
h ead qu arters in south Sudan. 

The rebel Sudan People’s Li- 
beration Army (§PLA) con-, 
finned toe retaking of Torit,' 
1,240 kilometres south of Khar- 
toum. The loss of toe town deals 
a severe blow to the insurgents 
and considerably boosts the gov- 
ernment’s string of battlefields 
victories that began last Febru- 

«y- 

Lientenant-General Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir made the 
announcement personally in a 
brief statement on state radio. 
The statement was preceded by 
marital music. 

“Torit now has joined the 
liberated areas of the homelands 
with. the national banners flying 
high, after troops and Popular 


Defence Forces retook the 
town,” said Gen. Bashir. The 
occurred Monday, he 


The Popular Defence Forces is 
an Islamic paramilitary 
government-armed outfit which 
has been fighting alongside the 
regular army. 

In Nairobi, the SPLA confirm- 
fed that they hadwitixhawn from 
the town Monday. An SPLA 
statement said that government 
troops based in the regional capit- 
al of Juba left there on April 5 with 
the aim of capt urin g Torit. Juba, 
the government’s main stron- 
ghold in the south, is 120 
kilometres north west of Torit 
“They have sustained more 
than 1,500 killed and great mate- 
rial losses” to reach Torit, the 
statement said. It described the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq offers to defuse crisis with U.N. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq’s minister of agriculture, 
offermgto defuse a row with U.N. 
weapons inspectors, has invited 
independent observers to visit his 
mimkry to prove that Baghdad 
has nothing to hide. 

Abdnl Wahab Mahmoud Al 
Sabbagh demanded during a 
news conference later Monday 
that toe observers should end 
their vigfl outside toe ministry. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted him as inviting humanita- 
rian organisations and M uslim 
and Christian clerics “from all 
sects.... to visit toe ministry, 
building and examine all toe facts' 
any time they like to see the size 
of distortion and deceit.” 

Mr. Sabbagh said Iraq would 
not allow the U.N. team to in- 
spect the ministry. 

“The presence of toe U.N. 
inspection team stationed outside 
the ministry building is consi- 
dered an interference in Iraqi 


affairs and sovereignty, as the 
ministry is a civilian installation 
and one of Iraq's symbols of 
sovereignty. 

“The team's allegations are void 
and its claims that the building... 
contains material and documents 
related to Security Council Re- 
solution 687 demands are ground- 
less ” Mr. Sabbagh said. 

The latest confrontation be- 
tween Iraq and the Security 
Council started on July 5 when a 
group of weapons inspectors, 
searching for documentation on 
ballistic missiles, was refused en- 
try to toe ministry. 

A small U.N. team has been 
keeping vigil ever since. Its lead- 
er, U.S. Army Major Karen Jan- 
sen, has left Iraq for New York 
and was expected to brief repor- 
ters os Tuesday. 

The Security Council is to call 
in Iraq's charge d’affaires to insist 
again that U.N. inspectors be 
allowed to go bto the agriculture 


ministry. 

The Security Council a wee 
ago demanded that Iraq in 
mediately permit toe inspectoi 
to enter the premises and at thi 
time also called in Iraq’s charg 
tf affairs, Dr. Samir AJ Mina. 

Diplomats admit there is littl 
more the council, also preoccu 
pied unto Yugoslavia, South Afr 
ca and Cyprus, can do at to 
stage except threaten force, a 
action that is not yet conten 
plated. 

Monday’s protest to Iraqi « 
voys by Security Council Pres 
dent Jose Luis Jesus of Cap 
Verde was a low-key event wit 
diplomats briefing reporters an 
no official council announce 
ment. 

U.N. inspectors probing Iraq 
nuclear capabilities flew TUesda 
to Baghdad as chemical, biologii 
al and missile experts maintains 
their vigil outside the ministry fc 
lOto day Tuesday. 
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Casualties of the Somali dvC war lay outside law and order and continued fighting have made 
hos pHfl k awaiting urgent help, but the absence of relief work almost impossible. 


Getting aid to starving 
Somalis is high-risk venture 


HOSINGO, Somalia (AP) — 
It was already noon on a hot 
and dusty day, and Andrea 
Schiess of the Red Cross was in 
a burry to get his convoy of 
three-food-laden moving. 

He was delayed at gunpoint 
by men seeking food and by 
others with grievances. 

Mr. Schiess, a 40-year-old 
Swiss, was escorting 29 tonnes 
of food to drought and war 
victims in Somalia, part of the 
biggest relief programme ever 
launched by the Internationa] 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

The project has been fraught 
with danger and frustration in 
a nomadic, desert land where 
the only role of law is that 
there is no law. 

Peter Fuchs, the Geneva- 
based director general of the 
Red Cross, recently called the 
plight of Somalia's starving 
people “one of die worst situa- 
tions I have ever seen.” 

It is worse, he said, than in 
the former Yugoslav republics. 

Bnt while the United States, 
the United Nations, the Euro- 
pean Community and others 
fret about war and suffering in 
the Balkan states, for less heed 
is jiaid to the Horn of Afijga 
nation. 

Mr. Fuchs said last week 
.that one-half million people 
will die in coming weeks unless 
international aid to Somalia is 
doubled immediately. 

. The death toll already is in 
the tens of thousands. 

Bnt while the United States, 
the United Nations, the Euro- 
pean Community and the 
world in general fret about war 
and suffering in the Balkan 
states, for less heed is paid to 
this Horn of Africa nation and 
its 8.4 million people. The 
British Red Cross on Monday 
made a fresh appeal for aid for 


Somalia’s' “forgotten catas- 
trophe.” 

The Red Cross is spending 
more than one-fourth' of its 
total $500 million aid budget 
on Somalia this year, feeding 
500,000 people twice a day in 
makeshift kitchens through- 
out the country. 

Mr. Schiess, a veteran of 18 
months of humanitarian work 
in Afghanistan, was encounter- 
ing the problems, risks and 
frustrations involved in the 
massive effort. 

His trucks had moved only a 
few hundred metres inside 
Somalia from the Kenyan bor- 
der town of Liboi when they 
were stopped by a thin, rag- 
gedy man. waving an AK-47 
assault rifle. 

Menacingly, be demanded a 
bag of rice. 

Mr. Schiess took cover be- 
hind a nearby tree anti] two 
armed security guards accom- 
panying the convoy sudued the 
gunman in a brief struggle. 

No one was bait and Mr. 
Schiess was just about to get 
back into his truck when 
another man showed up with 
four armed bodyguards. He 
wanted to accompany the con- 
voy to Hosingo, 150 kilometres 
away. 

“Tell him I am not going to 
take a whole army,” Mr. 
Schiess told his Somalia field 
officer, Mohammad Ugas 
Mahmud. ‘Two body guards 
wily or I go bade.” 

Meanwhile, a Somali track 
driver showed up demanding 
compensation for a vehicle 
damaged earlier while hauling 
food for tiie Red Cross. He 
had a rusty shotgun slung on 
.his shoulder. Two companions 
carried AK-47*. 

'Tell him Fli be here with 


the money tomorrow,” Mr 
Schiess said. 

“He said he wants it now,” 
Mahmud interpreted. “It has 
been 13 days since the acci- 
dent.” ' 

“Yes, but I have been busy 
with other tilings,” Mr. Schiess 
replied. 

Still more gunman appeared 
out of the bush and soon every- 
one was arguing in the Somali 
language bnt Mr. Schiess, who 
does not understand it. 

Finally, the truck driver 
went away mollified and the 
convoy roiled, 45 minutes late. 

“That's the least that can 
happen,” Mr. Mahmud sighed. 

Worse has happened. 

Since the United Somali 
Congress (USC) chased Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Bane 
from the capital of Mogadishu 
in January 1991, four relief 
workers have been killed and 
several others injured in the 
subsequent anarchy that has 
been Somalia carved op into 
clan fiefdoms. Twj of the dead 
were Red Cross- personnel 

. .Since February, -the Red* 
Cross has trucked 2,000 tonnes 

• of food into sopthwest Somalia 
from Kenya. More than 60,000 
tonnes have been delivered to 
the rest of the country by sea. 
and air. 

The United Nations began 
food deliveries in May but so 
for has been able to get only 15 
tonnes into Mogadishu and the* 
area immediately surrounding 
the capital. 

Virtually every one has been 

* shipped at risk. Truck convoys 
have been attacked, ware- 
houses looted, airplanes hi- 
jacked and relief ships shelled. 

“Rarely have our convoys 
arrived ax their destinations 
intact,” Mr. Schiess said. 


^KABUL (R) — The attempted 
^assassination of an Afghan gener- 
al sparked a foefight along the 
-airport road in Kabul on Tuesday 
IJnoniing, killing at least three 
Civilians and dosing the road for 
-more than an hoar. 

General Abdul Gbafur 
Taryabi, acting commander of the 
government’s 53rd division 
3toops in Kabul/ was fired upon 
ifrhile driving from the airport 
^nto-tfae city. 

A 53rd division spokesman said 
3he general’s car was pot hit bat 
Thafan escort vehide was struck 
by small arms fire, Wounding 
three people. 

3 “A taonp of terrorists tried to 
bring disorder to the city by firing 
upon army vehicles,” said Gener- 
al. Mohammad Suleiman at the 
Scene several hours after the inti- 
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dent. 

“We killed two terrorists in the 
fighting,” be added. 

Gen. Suleiman said the attack-, 
ms had not been identified but 
that an investigation was under 
way. 

There were conflicting casualty 
reports from the incident, ranging 
from two to 10 dead. 

Reporters confirmed at least 
three dead at the scene, all civi- 
lians. 

The fighting erupted about 
8.30 a.m. at the Charayi Sefaat 
AMA tirde, about one kilometre 
south of the airport. 

Nearby Public Healtin Ministry 
and supreme court bafldmgs were' 
evacuated as a precaution. 

The 53rd division, commanded 
by General Rasheed Dostum, is 
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one of several units that defected 
to the Afghan guerrillas in April, 
paving the way for the capture of 
Kabul and the foil of the com- 
munist government after 14 years 
of civil war. 

Some Mnjahedeea guerrillas 
object to the presence of the 
turncoat troops in the capital. 

There have been frequent 
clashes between tbe former com- 
munist divisions and rival guerril- 
la factions, inducting a rocket and 
artillery exchange tin July 4 that 
lolled at least 100 people and 
wounded more than 300 others in 
Kabul. 

Government troops appeared' 
to be in complete control of the 
Charayi Sehat Ama area by 
noon and tbe airport road was 
open. 


U.N. council says Cyprus 
talks in crucial phase 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council on Monday 
urged Cypriot leaders at their 
forthcoming U.N. talks to reach a 
solution, saying that the meetings 
represented a “determining 
phase” in the lS-year old debate 
on reuniting the. island. 

Cypriot President George Vas- 
sfliou and Tnrkish-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash on Wednesday 
begin another round of talks with 
Secretary-General Boutros Gha- 
H, with pressure on both sides to 
make compromises that will end 
the virtual p arti tion of the island. 

The council, in a statement 
read at a formal meeting, said it 
noted with satisfaction accept- 
ance by both leaders to stay in 
New York “for such reasonable 
duration as may be necessary to 
complete the work.” 

“The council considers that tbe 
forthcoming meetings represent a 
determining phase in the secret- 
ary-general’s effort and calls on 
both leaders to be ready to take 
tiie necessary decisions to reach 
agreement on each of the issues,” 
said tbe statement read by coondl 
president Jose Lois Jesus, Cape 
Verde’s ambassador. 

Cyprus has been partitioned 
since 1974 when troops from Tur- 


key occupied the north of the 
island after a short-lived coop in 
Nicosia engineered by the milit- 
ary junta tbe ruling Greece. 

The two sides are due to 
negotiate separately with Dr. 
Ghali on displaced people and 
how much of the island’s territory 
would be included in a Tnrkish- 
Cypriot province of a future 
federal state. 

If these hurdles are passed they 
will meet face to face to discuss 
tbe dope of any future federal 
government and security for the 
Tnrkish-Cypriot population that 
might include some Turkish 
troops remaining on Cyprus. 

A U.N. peacekeeping force, 
now about 2,150 strong, has been 
stationed in Cyprus since 1974. 
Several troops contributing states 
have threatened to end their par- 
ticipation and Dr. Ghali has said 
the forces could best' be used 
elsewhere if tbe negotiations con- 
tinued to flounder. 

The round] statement said that 
if the joint sessions b e tween Mr.' 
Vassflioo and Mr. Denktash went 
well, the United Nations would 
convene an international high- 
level meeting to conclude a final 
peace plan for the island. 


fighting in Kabul doses airport road 
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Bombs rock beach resorts in north Lebanon 

TRIPOLI, Lebanon (R) — -Bomb blasts rocked two beach resorts 
m northern Lebanon at dawn on Tuesday, wounding two people 
and wrecking five can, security sources said. They said two 
bombs blew up at about tbe same time on Naaboura and Naji 
beaches just south of tbe port of Tripoli. Tbe motive behind. the 
attacks was not immediately known. 

Iran seizes large haul of opium 

NICOSIA (R) — I ranian police seized 813 kilogrammes of Opium 
in a series of raids in tbe southeastern province of Sistan and 
Bluchestan, the Iranian news agency IRNA said on Tuesday. 
IRNA said 86 smugglers were arrested in tbe operation carried 
out in the past few days. Sistan and Bahtchestan lies on a major- 
drag supply route from Afghanistan to Europe. 

Tremor shakes eastern Turkey 

ANKARA (R) — An earthquake measuring 5.3 on the open- 
ended Richter scale shook Turkey’s eastern region on Tuesday, 
damaged buildings but caused no casualties, Anatolian news 
agency said. Tbe hardest , bit was- tbe town of Hiiris in -Erzurum 
province several houses in tbe town were damaged. In March, a 
strong earthquake kilted about 500 people in Eizhxamcity, 200 • 
kilometres, west of. Erzurum. 

Shah’s jailed brother dies of heart attack 

TEHRAN (R) — Hamid Reza Pahlavi, half-brother of tbe late 
Shah of Iran, died of a heart attack while serving a life jail 
sentence, a newspaper said on Tuesday. Jomhuri Eslanri said 
Pahlavi died in Tehran hospital on Monday night He was in his 
mid-50s. A black sheep in the royal family and a heavy opium 
smoker, Pahlavi was virtually cast out of the court before tbe* 
Islamic revolution which overthrew Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi in 1979. He was arrested shortly afterwards on drag 
charges and received a Kfe sentence which be served in Tehran's 
Erin prison. 

Hamadl brothers now in same prison 

SAARBRUECKEN, Germany (R) — Two Lebanese brothers 
jailed in Germany for hijacking and kidnapping have been 
allowed to serve their sentezfce in the same prison, the Saar state 
government said Monday. Mo h a mm a d Ali Hamadi, serving a life 
sentence for hijacking in the state of Hesse, was brought to 
Saarbraecken jail in the western state of Saar, where his brother 
Abbas is serving a 13-year term for kidnapping. The German 
government had promised to consider an easing of tbe brother’s 
prison conditions if two German hostages held by tbe Hamadi 
family in Leban on w ere freed. “As the hostages were freed on 
June 17 and no other considerations stood in foe way of bringing 
them together, be wish of the Hamadi brothers to be brought 
together was fulfilled today,” Tbe Saar justice ministry said in a 
statement. A spokeswoman said two were in separate cells but she 
refused to disdose whether their cells were dose together. 

Lebanon to set up financial market 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon began steps towards establishing a 
fin a n c ial market for trading stocks and commodities on Monday 
in an effort to revive its war-torn economy. Finance Minister 
Asa’ad Diab said after the first meeting of a. committee on tiie 
creation of a market that it would give top priority to meeting- 
international standards. He said' tiie com mit t e e would explore 
establishing 24-hour trading, a commodities exchange and deVrv- 
eiy market, and duty free trading zones. Beirut, tiie business 
capital of the Middle East in die early 1970s, is straggling to 
control inflation and attract i n v e stme nt after 15 year* of aril war 
that devastated its economy. 


[Gunmen, 
police 
clash in 
Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (R) — Gunmen 
wounded a policeman and attack- 
ers hurled firebombs at business 
targets in Istanbul on Tuesday 
after police killed two leftist mili- 
tants overnight. 

Police said the policeman was 
shot in the head on iris way to 
work in the busy Caglayan area 
and was in serious condition. 

A caller to Cumburiyet news- 
paper claimed responsibility on 
behalf of tiie far-left Dev-Sol 
(Revolutionary Left) group. 

The caller said the attack was 
to avenge the deaths of 12 mili- 
tants in police raids in Istanbul 
and Ankara shortly before U.S. 
President George Bush visited 
Turkey a year ago. 

A man and a woman said to 
belong to Dev-Sol were killed in a 
gunbattle on Monday night when 
police stormed their flat in 
Kasimpasa district on the Euro- 
pean side of Istanbul. 

Security officials said tiie miK- 
tants had opened fire when police 
told them to surrender and a 
policeman was slightly injured. 
Police seized guns, ammunition 
and documents. 

Early on Tuesday, attackers 
threw petrol bombs at offices of 
KOC American Bank, Garanti 
bank and tbe Istanbul-based in- 
dustrial group Bornsan. No dam- 
age was reported. 

Petrol bomb attacks on three 
other bank offices in Istanbul on 
Monday night caused damage, 
but no casualties. 

They set off small fires at bran- 
ches of state-owned Ziraat Bank 
and private Akbank in tbe water- 
front Kumkapi district near tbe 
old city. A branch of is bank was 
also hit. 

On Monday, Dev-Sol said K 
was behind the wounding of a 
deputy police commissioner in 
Istanbul. A little-known left-wing 
group, the Red Army, also 
claimed the shooting. 

Dev-Sol, Turkey’s deadliest 
urban guerrilla organisation, 
daimed the killings of two Amer- 
icans last year and has frequently 
attacked Turkish security offi- 
cials. 


Iraq says new Kurdish 
government illegal 


BAGHDAD (R) — Baghdad 
said on Monday the establish- 
ment of an autonomous K u rdish 
government in northern Iraq 
violated the country's constitu- 
tion. 

“A0 actions and decisions of 
this council are non-binding ...be- 
cause they are illegal and none 
of its members has any legal 
status as their appointments were 
contrary to the constitution,” foe 
Iraqi News Agency quoted an 
official source at the Iraqi Nation- 
al Assembly as saying. 

Rebel Kurds held tbe region’s 
first free elections in May. Earlier 
tins month they formed a 17- 
member executive council 
beaded by Fonad Ma'ssoum of tiie 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(FUK), one of the two main 
Kurdish parties who share equal 
seats in tbe new parliament. 

London-based Arabic news- 
papers said the PUK, ted by Jalal 
TaJabam, has seven portfolios in 
the new government and Mas- 
soud Bantam's Kurdistan Demo- 


cratic Party (KDF) has six minis - 
tries. 

The communists, the pro-Iran 
one minis terial post, and foe 

Christians took two posts. 

The Iraqi official said the con- 
stitution stressed tiie integrity of 
Iraq’s territory and that the Re- 
volution Command Council, 
beaded by President Saddam 
Hussein, and the National 
Assembly have the sole power of 
legislation. 

Mr. Ma'ssoum, in his first 
statement since forming the Kur- 
dish government, said Iraqi Kur- 
distan would always be part of 


Kurdish sources were quoted 
as saying the new government 
had no defence or foreign minis- 
ters, underlining that it sought 
autonomy, not independence. 

The government has granted 
the Kurds limi ted autonomy 
under tbe rate of a pro-Baghdad 
Kurdish executive council elected 
under central government super- 
vision. 


British MPs condemn 
Iranian crackdown 


LONDON (Agencies) — British 
members of parliament (MPs) on 
Ttaesday joined colleagues in the 
United States and Europe in con- 
demning an Iranian crackdown 
on dissidents and called for the 
imposition of a U.N. ral and arms 
embargo. 

Some 230 British MPs from all 
parties signed a statement pro-' 
testing against an Iranian air raid 
in April on a resistance base 
inside Iraqi territory. It also ex- 
pressed support for the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran. 

Similar statements have been 
issued in tbe past month by mem- 
bers of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, tiie European Parlia- 
ment and the Canadian and Ita- 
lian parliaments. They urge the 
United Nations Security Council 
to adopt a “resolute stance” to- 
wards Iran and impose an oil an 
arms embargo. 

“What Tve are particularly con- 
cerned about is tiie attempt fay the 


Iranian regime to portray them- 
selves as moderate when all tiie 
evidence suggests in fact that it is 
■ an even more brutal regime than 
the Khomeini regime,” Win Grif- 
fiths, one of -the British petition 
organisers, told a news confer- 
ence. 

At least eight people were re- 
ported to have been hanged fra* 
their part in Iran’s worst riots is 
April and May. President Akbar 
Hasheuri Rafsanjarri ordered 
security forces to crack down on 
dissent to deter further violence. 

Mr. Griffiths (Labour) and 
Anthony Coombs (Conservative) 
said at the press briefing that 
1,500 parliamentarians, indnding 
the majority of the U.S. congress- 
men, 154 members of the Euro- 
pean Parliament, 130 Canadian 
Parliamentarians, and 377 Italian 
parliamentarians have expressed 
in unison their support for foe 
Ir anian resistance and conde- 
mned tiie crimes of the regime in 
Tehran. 


High-tech smugglers held in Kuwait 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait bor- 
der police have arrested a gang of 
Iraqi smugglers who used night 
vision goggles, sophisticated com- 
passes and heavy arms to get their 
cargoes of weapons, liquor and 
drags across die demilitarises 
zone between the two countries. 

The arrest of the 12-member 
gang is the latest of a series of 
violent incidents and Coincided 
with a call by the prime minister. 
Sheikh Saad Abdullah AI Sabah, 
for a tougher penal code and 
other measures to tighten secur- 
ity. 

The Interior Ministry broad- 
cast a special video on Kuwait 
Television to show the booty of 
weapons, alcohol, drags, Iraqi 
money, stolen cars and mobile 
phones found in a number of 
gang hideouts. 

“The demilitarised zone be-, 
tween Kuwait and Iraq is infested 
with a great number or smugglers 
who are encouraged by tiie Iraqi 
repine,” Colonel Badr Al Mulla, 
bead of tbe border department, 
told tbe Kuwait News Agency. 

The 12 were arrested after a 
shootout near a border market in 
the demilitarised zone that has - 
flourished since the Gulf war.' 
.The lS-kQometre wide zone is 
controlled by the United Nations 
and weapons are banned, so bor- 
der patrol forces cannot give 
chase. 

But one man captured in a 
shootout’ before the vehide be 
was using reached the market 
told police about a number of 
hideouts in Kuwait. More arrests 
are expected. 

The Interior Ministry said 
those arrested will be charged 


with robbery, weapons posses- 
sion, drug dealing and selling 
aloobol. 

Col. Mulla called the constant 
infiltration by Iraqis a threat to 
national security. 

Most, however, are supplying 
tbe Kuwaiti market with goods 
that are in short supply and high 
demand in tiie emirate. 

Tbe nomadic bedouins in the 
border region have long been 
proficient at smuggling liquor 
into both Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Since Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait they added 
weapons to their inventory, as 
Kuwaitis jittery about the. 
chances of another Iraqi incur- 
sion want to keep a small arsenal 
at home. 

Tbe proliferation of weapons 
has made violent crimes an 
almost dally occurrence. 

On Friday Iranian Shiite Mus- 
lim cleric Ahmad Gbulam Fazfi 
sustained severe injuries when a 
band grenade went off in his car, 
while he was waiting at a traffic 
fight. 

The Interior Ministry said it 
was investigating whether Sheikh 
Fazli had the grenade in the car 
prior to tiie explosion. 

Four Indian Shiite Marines 
were also injured Friday when 
gunmen opened fire on them 
.outside a prayer hall. 

Sheikh Saad told a group of 
visiting Arab journalists be ex- 
pected “some security problems 
like those explosions which hap- 
pened a (snort) time ago... 
maybe some similar events will 
happen.” 

“In my opinion we have won' 
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the battle but we haven’t won the 
war,” Sheikh Saad said. 

Asked whether Iraq was be- 
hind tiie recent wave of attacks, 
he replied: 

“Iraq has an interest in destabi- 
lisation, whether there is evi- 
dence or not, and whether it is 
behind these incidents directly or 
indirectly it will count any inci- 
dent causing worry among 
(Kuwaiti) citizens in its favour.” 

Rabin upbeat 

( Co ntin u ed from page 1) 

Mr. Bush told Rabin he would 
dispatch Mr. Baker to the Middle 
Eari next week to get peace talks 
moving again. He also invited' 
Mr. Rabin for talks hi the United 
States in early August. 

At the handover Mr. Shamir, 
76, wished Mr- Rabin well bnt 
called on him not to reverse tbe 
policies pursued by his govern- 
ment — the most right-wing in 
Israeli history. 

Emphasising the change in 
direction, new Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres told army radio 
Mr. Rabin’s goal of reaching an 
interim peace accord with the 
Palestinians in nine months was 
feasible. 

“Nine months is a lot of time,” 
Mr. Peres said. “Just like lOyears 
can sometimes be a waste of time 
— indeed the plan was to waste 
10 years. - 

Mr. Shamir was quoted in a 
news paper interview immediately 
after his defeat as saying be had 
wanted to drag out peace talk* for 
a. decade wmEe pouring Jewish 
settlers into die occupied territo r - 
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Seminar studies recession*, 
jobless, returnees tackled 


Federation of Jordanian Labour Unions 
reviews labour solidarity in region 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
day seminar on immigrant re- 
turnees Tuesday reviewed a 
working paper about the 
ongoing economic restrnctnr- 
ing programme agreed on be- 
tween Jordan and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
' to prop up the national eco- 
nomy.' 

The programme, presented 
by Dr. Tahd A1 Fanek, com- 
prehensive plan for addressing 
problems in all aspects of 
Jordanian sodo-economic life 
but is rather a tool for addres- 
sing die main imbalances in 
Jordan’s financial and econo- 
mic. circumstances, including 
its external debt burden. 

The initial stages of thfe 
programme, the working paper 
noted, were directed at adnev- 
ing economic growth in real 
terms. Fqr this .reason the gov- 
ernment insisted on ImWng the 
programme not only with the 
IMF but also with the World 
Bank, the paper added. 

According to this program- 
me, the Kingdom took steps to 
stem, imports and encourage 
exports, but can do nothing 
about the unemployment prob- 
lem. 

The second paper, reviewed 
at the meeting Tuesday and 
presented by Dr. Ahmad 
Atwan, dealt with the. same 
economic . restructuring prog- 
ramme until 1993. Dr. Atwan 
said that the Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation (VTC) has 
been tr ainin g Jor danians in va- 
rious trades to replace non- 
Jordanians and to help stabilise 
the economy, which has been 
hit by the continued drain erf 


funds of non-Jordanians re- 
turning to their borne. 

Dr. Atwan, who is VTC 
director general, said that, 
training centres were taking 
care of the unemployment 


labour market with skilled 
manpower and workers who 
have started their own 


A working paper presented 
by Labour Ministry under 
secretary Saleh Tara wn eh 
tackled the question of unem- 
ployment in Jordan since the 
1950s and the slow economic 
growth in the country in the 
late 1980s. 

The paper noted that the 
economic recession was caused 
by the return of thousands of 
Jordanian workers, the stop of 
financial aid from Arab coun- 
tries in the wake of the Golf 
crisis and the negative impact 
of the general recession, which 
■ has affected the Arab region 
since the late 1980’s. 

The paper offered some 
ideas for dealing with the un- 
employment problem mainly 
through promoting vocational 
training. 

The seminar, which was 
opened Monday under the 
chairmanship of Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, is 
organised in cooperation with 
the International Labour 
Organisation QLO). 

In all, the participants were- 
scheduled to deal with 10 
working papers on topics rang- 
ing from unemployment to 
absorbing returnees into the 
national economy. 


fan- by-elections in the sixth dis- 
trict (Madaba-Dhiban area) has 
embarked on arrangements for 
die elections to be conducted on 
August 18. 

Committee Chairman Misleh 
A1 Tarawneh said that his com- 
mittee has already a»agned 33 


centres for casting ballots and tees to supervise the distribution 
appointed 33 subcommittees to of cards will be set up on July 20 


count the votes. 


and are . expected to continue 


NozmiosAidn of candidates to their work until Aug. 11. 
ran for t^^t.yacgted.by the;, z (Voters in the fonxthcqnstrtuen- 
death of A hmad 8 Aziudeh in tfctt? 1 "cy'wfll'be electing a replacement 
sixth constituency, will begin on for Nayef A1 Hadid, who passed 
July 25 and wfll last for three away in July. According to 
days, noted Mr. Tarawneh. Mr. Waked, said that the district 
Mr. Tarawneh called on those governors of Sahab, Jizeh and 
wishing to run for the election to Muaqqar fall within die fourth 
Refrain from conducting any cam- constituency and their inhabitants 
paign until they have been for- are eligible to vote in the coming 
many nominated and registered elections. 


as candidates. 


The two committees were 


• He said that the 33,874 of formed by the Interior Minis try 
people are eligible to cast ballots. Monday and their members were 
Meanwhile, the head of com- sworn in before Interior Minister 
mittee to hold elections in the Jawdat A! Sboul, who announced 
fourth constituency, Hashem A1 that the coming by-elections will 
Waked said Tuesday that tire be conducted in a free and fair 
local press and the official gazette manner gmiiar to the n ation * 1 
will soon publish the locations of elections of 1989. 

Guidelines to amend 1966 law 
on charities in the works 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Execu- 
tive council of the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
has d e cided to set up a special 
committee to draw up general 

S ss for amending the 1966 
an . law on charitable 

A statement said that it is 
necessary to upgrade the law so 
that it can cater to the develop- 
ments in voluntary and charitable 
work and to ensure better orga- 
nisation arid handling of the va- 
rious societies finances and other 
resources^ 

The statement said that the 
amendments will take into 
account the possibilities of invest- 
ments in income-generating pro- 
jects. If said that for the commit- 
tee to draw np the proposals for 
amendments will be chaired by 
Abdullah Khatib, GUVS execu- 
tive president and* will include 
several senior GUVS officials and 
representatives of various charit- 
able and voluntary unions in the 
Kingdom. . 


GUVS, the umbrella for all 
voluntary and charitable orga- 
nisations operating - in the King- 
dom, offers financial assistance to 
different charitable unions to 
help them carry out their huma- 
nitarian projects. 

The statement noted that to 
date, GUVS arranged and cre- 
ated jobs for 4,500 people to help 
ease Jordan’s unemployment Zt 
has also' set np centres for the 
rehabilitation of handicapped 
children among which was the] 
Multi-Disabilities Rehabilitation 
Centre at Yajouz, which has com- 
pleted in 1990. That centre, the 
statement noted, offers services 
to 100 handicapped children and 
has cost GUVS JD400,000 to 
bu3d. 

One of the major projects 
undertaken by GUVS is the.Al 
Amal Cancer Centre, which is 
being set up at the Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital, said tbs state- 
ment. It noted that the project is 
expected to be Teady for occupan- 
cy by the middle of next year. 


Hoitein^;w 

King congratulates France 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein sent Tuesday a 
cable to French President Francois Mitterrand to congratulate him 
cm his c ountr y’s national day. The King said in his cable: “On the 
occasion of the national day of France, I am delighted to send you 
the best wishes in my name and on behalf of the Jordanian people 
and government. I would like also to greet your courageous 
leadership and to express my wishes that the principles of the 

„ ■ * i .1^.. anrl (uulnn tWUlld 


French revolution — equality, fraternity and freedom — would 
prevail »nrf justice would be achieved in the world.” 


Education delegation visits Malaysia 

KUALA LUMPUR (Petra) — A delegation from the Mimstry of 
Highe r Education is currently on a visit to Malaysia to hoM talks 
with officials on enhancing relations between the two cotmtries. 
Higher Educat io n Minister Awad Khkdfat, who is heading the 
delegation, said he expressed at meetings with senior Malaysian 
officials Jordan’s reatfiness to provide Malaysia with the needed 
' Jordanian expertise. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The chal- 
lenges impeding the Arab 
World’s labour movements, and 
cooperation among its labour un- 
ions were reviewed here Tuesday 
by die secretary general of the 
federation of Jordanian Labour 
Unions, Khaled Shreim, and the 
visiting president of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Arab Work- 
ers Hassan Jimam. 


emergency meeting, held in In September, this year, he 
Casablanca, passed several ded- added, a committee on Palesti- 
stons designed to achieve cohe- man labourers mil be held in 
sion and solidarity among the Damascus, to back die Paiesti- 
labour unions of the Arab World man Arab -workers and their 
and to coordinate their social, struggle for freedom. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Shreim met 
’ here Tuesday with a visiting team 

representing Egyptian labour nu- 
ll] the coming few months, the ions to discuss labour-related 


constitutional committees of the affairs. 




The head of the Egyptian 
oup said the visit aimed at 
listering Egyptian-Jordanian 


the development of the federa- cooperation in labour-related 
tion’s activities serving all Arab matters. 


labour unions, said Mr. Jimam. 


Mr. Shreim had another meet- 


# foundation for a united code for bolstering Egyptian-Jordanian 

to Arab comtocs nnplemenmig ^ development of the federa- cooperation in labour-related 
nwhibOKtakni by the federa- turn's actrikss serving all Arab 
? ■^ .emerg e 11 .? mcamg taboor ^ ^ ^ Tmum 

and ways to bolster labour union Mr. Shreim bad another meet- 

freedoms. The committees are planning mg with members of the execu- 

Mr. Jimam made a statement to introduce paragraphs in the five board of the Palestinian 
to Petra later, noting his current planned draft aimed at organising Labour Federation to discuss 
visit to Jordan was also at seminars designed to promote the ways of extending assistance to 
f»ra mining the progress in the role of Arab women in develop- the intifada and helping the 
labour movement. ment and ensuring their unions Palestinian workers under Israeli 

The recent federation rights. rule. 


Hie committees are planning mg with members of the execu- 
te introduce paragraphs in the five board of the Palestinian 


examining the progress in the 
labour movement. 

The recent federation 


Iraqis sell personal belongings and 
Baghdad trinkets to earn a living 


Minister: No grounds to take legal 
action against company that allegedly 
sold AIDS- infected plasma in 1986 

By Ayman A1 S&fadi i 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

• 

AMMAN — Jordan will not take 
any legal action against an Au- 
strian company for allegedly sell- 
ing AIDS-infected plasma to Jor- 
dan in 1986. 

Minister of Health Dr. Aref 
Bataineh told the Jordan Times 
on Tuesday that there were no 
legal grounds for suing the com- 
pany which was dosed down by 
the Austrian authorities early this 
month. 

Plasma Pharm Sera, a 
pharmaceutical company, is fac- 
ing a law suit by the Austrian 

government for exporting 700 un- — . 

its of plasma without notifying ... , „ 

the authorities. Five hundred un- P° b,IC awareness campaign on a disease before they are allowed to 

its were sold to Portugal while large scale or used the traditional donate blood. 

200 units were exported to Jor- media oatk P to educat e citizens According to Dr. Kharabsheh, - 
dan. The Austrian authorities sav m protective measures or to all foreign nationals who visit the 



By-election committee sets up 
voting centres and counters 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A government- voting centres. Mr. Waked said 
appointed committee to prepare that he expected 40 voting centres 


to be named and assigned to the 
task. 

There will be an official 
announcement of the centres that 
will be distributing voter cards 
before the Aug. 18. elections, he 
added. 

Mr. Waked noted that commit- 


By Laney Salisbury 
and Samir Barhomn 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mohammad rests 
on the edge of an opened 
suitcase quietly selling second- 
hand shorts and shirts. A 
woman, in a billowy black 
shroud that falh to tier feet, 
tits in the rains of a building 
peddling Baghdad bric-a-brac. 

Elsewhere in Amman, out- 
side five-star hotels and in 
front of shops, Iraqis hawk 
watches. A few beg or resort to. 
others means to make a living. 

“They are losing their digni- 
ty," said a refief official. 

The traders are among 
scores of Iraqis selling their 
personal belongings and goods 
in Jordan to sup p o rt families in 
Baghdad where inflation runs 
rampant and government- 
subsidised food is scarce. 

Although few Iraqis would 
talk at length, it appears they 
make the 12-hour taxi or 16- 
boor bus journey to Jordan to 
sell cheap Baghdad goods to 
buy food to take back borne. 

“Baghdad has everything. 
The problem is that things are 
too expensive," a taxi driver at 
the main bus station in- Amman 
sard- ~ adding-' that “he* -fc&ries 
businessmen and visitors from 
Iraq to Jordan once every 
three to seven days. About 
2,600 Iraqis daily travel 
through die Ruweished border 


post to Amman, a 50 Iraqi 
dinar or JD1.60 bos ride. 

In the soporific heat of 
downtown, Iraqis crouch in a 
lip of shade along King Tala! 
Street, peddling anything from 
sneakers to decorations. One 
woman, with large calloused 
hands, lines up embroidered 
slippers, prayer beads and red 
pans — cheap items bought in 
Baghdad. 

It’s her fourth trip to Am- 
man and she plans to stay one 
week ‘if they (Jordanians) let 
me stay in this spot," she said. 

A few minutes later, die 
woman and four others are 
shooed away by a shopkeeper, 
a sector of society that has 
complained of unfair competi- 
tion from illegal traders. 

A block from AJ Husseini 
Mosque, near die spice stalls 
and nut sacks, an Iraqi in a 
white dishdasha displays two 
worn watches and a few plastic 
jewels. On his last visit, his 
fifth, be claims that border 
police confiscated 2,000 Iraqi 
dinars worth of goods — 
perhaps victims of the embar- 
go. 

“I don’t know why they took 
die money" be said. “I don't 
. tMqk ,l:,did anything wrong." 

Tlejourney. is worth die risk 
' of confiscation.:- '• '• 

'According to Father Mousa 
Adeli of the Christian relief 
group Caritas International, 80 
per cent of Iraq’s 18 million 
people go hungry. Inflation is 


11th annual festival opens 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor A1 Hussein Wednes- 
day opens the 11th Jerash Festiv- 
al for Culture and Arts which for 
the first time in its history will not 
include non-Arab folklore 
groups. 

The festival director Akram 
Masarweh said that with the new 
roads leading to Jerash still under 
construction many people would 
be discouraged from going to the 
festival. He explained that the 
added expense of bringing in 
foreign folklore groups would not 
be offset by turnout, noting that 
the festival is faring fiwanrfa) 
hardships. 

Mr. Masarweh said that the 
festival aims at helping in the 
process of interaction of culture 
and art from various parts of the 
world and to reflect Jordan's 
cultural heritage to the outside 
world. 

A host of local Jordanian and 
Arab cultural performances, in- 
ducting those tor children, will be 
presented during the event; re- 
nowned Syrian actor Dureid Lab- 
ham will present two plays enti- 
tled “the Rain Maker" and “the 
Happy Bird.” 

Also p e r fo rm in g are Lebanese 
signers and artists such as Milbem 
Barakat and Julia Butros who will 
present performances for chil- 
dren, noted Mr. Masarweh. 

National troupes wfll be pre- 
senting national dancing, ringing 
and children plays at the coming 
festival, winch opens in the even- 
ing. 

Referring to transport, Mr. 
Masraweb said there will be 
.alternative roads leading to 
Jerash that will be used tins year. 

Hie road through Zarqa .and 
Sukhneh, leading to Jerash, will 
be one alternative, while the 
other will be in Bireen, Shaffa- 
Badran Road that links with the 
freeway to Jerash. 

Mr. Masarweh said that the 
Irfan this year is to final the 
number of cars on the Jerash 
roads by using public transporta- 
tion and an agreement was 
reached with the Jordan Express 
Tourist and Transport (JETT) 
company to provide buses for 
daily trips. 

Mr. Masarweh said that the 
Jerash animal festival has offered 
Jordanian, Arab and internation- 
al cultural and artistic talent a 
.platform for public expression. 
•Its focus has included poetry re- 
.ritals, literary reviews, hand- 
icrafts and book exhibits. 

Indeed, he said, the festival 


will remain as a meeting ground 
for cultural and artistic troupes 
from the Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. 

On the eve of the opening of 
the Jerash Festival, the Queen 
issued the following message: 

“The activities of the Jerash 
Festival for Cultural and Arts this 
year, like last, take place in sever- 
al Jordanian cities, due to the 
temporary construction on road 
access to Jerash. Now in its 11th 
year, the Jerash Festival has 
started to mature as die annual 
hallmark of our country’s com- 
mitments to artistic creativity as 
an integral part of our continual 
(perpetual) quest for human de- 
velopment, cultural expression, 
and national fulfilment. 

“It is an occasion for families to 
share outdoor leisure activities 
together, to enjoy the perform- 
ances of our talented artists ana 
craftspeople, and to interact with 
people from other cultures in a 
spirit of understanding, merri- 
ment, and peace. 

“Well into its second decade, 
the festival always reminds us of 
the role that our land and our 
ancestors played in ancient times 
— as a meeting place and cros- 
sroads for people, ideas, and 
cultural traditions from the four 
comers of the world. We revive 
and develop that role today in a 
spirit of learning, joy, warmth, 
laughter, and appreciation for the 
talent of individuals and the pow- 
er (glory) of the human family. 

“The Jerash Festival has dear- 
ly fulfilled die three roles we 
envisaged for it at its inception in 
the early 1980s: to promote our 
indigenous crafts and performing 
arts, to reaffirm our land’s role as 
a meeting place of many different 
cultures, and to provide Jorda- 
nians from all walks of life with a 
festive occasion to join together 
■in an annual celebration of our 
arts and coir national character. 

This remains the enduring spir- 
it of Jerash, the legacy of Jordan 
and Jordanians, and the core 
objective of die festival,” the 
Queen said. 

WHAT’S 

ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

^ Art exhflrf tl ou by Moham- 
mad Nasran&h at the Royal 
Cuttnral Centre. 


also rising. ID 1,000 now 
equals 30 Iraqi dinars, com- 
pared to five before the war. 

A bag of flour costs 150 Iraqi 
dinars, compared to five not 
too long ago. 

Father Adeli, who recently 
returned from Iraq, said that of 
the about 15,000 Iraqi “tour- 
ists" in Jordiu), about 5 per 
cent are wealthy, using Jordan 
as a way station until visas to 
America, Britain and Australia 
are approved. 

Others, however, use Jordan 
as die only route to relief. 
Caritas, for example, offers 
food, money for rooms and 
medical supplies. 

But with the continuing 
embargo on Iraq following its 
Aug. 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
few Iraqis appear ready to re- 
turn home for good. 

As one Iraqi who once own- 
ed a small bittiness in Kuwait 
said, “I have nothing left. I 
went to Baghdad, found no- 
where to work, could not 
afford anything. Then we came 
to Jordan.” 

With his last dinar at the 
cash register of a cheap bote!, 
the father of two added: “I do 
not now what to do now — or 
where- to- go." - ■ ■ 


its were sold to Portugal while 
200 units were exported to Jor- 
dan. The Austrian authorities say 
the blood units contained the 
AIDS virus.' 

Dr. Bataineh said his ministry's 
tests showed that the shipment 
was free of the sexually- 
transmitted virus. 

Ten Jordanians, who regularly 
receive blood transfusions, have 
contracted AIDS since 1986 but 
Dr. Ratnfngh said all the victims 
received blood outside the coun- 
try and might have contracted the 
disease abroad. Two of the pa- 
tients have died. 

All the patients bad suffered 
from hemophilia, excessive 
bleeding caused by the absence of 
a substance necessary for blood 
dotting. 

Only three cases of AIDS were 
reported in Jordan this year, 
bringing the total number of reg- 
istered AIDS cases in the country 
to 74. 

“Relatively speaking," says 
Dr. Samir Kharabsheh, director 
of the Communicable Diseases 
Department at the Ministry of 
Health, “this is a small number.” 
But, he agrees that the country is 
not doing enough to raise public 
awareness of the killer disease 
and means of guarding against it. 

The Ministry of Health edu- 
cates its personnel on the disease 
and ways to counter its spread. 
Through them, the information is 
passed to the pbulic, said Dr. 
Kharabsheh. The minister, 
however,- has not launched any 


media outlets to educate citizens According to Dr. Kharabsheh, 
on protective measures or to all foreign nationals who visit the 
warn them about the dangers of country for more than one month 
the disease. are requested to take the AIDS 

The lack of such an effort test, 
might be attributed to the belief But Jordan does not seem to be 

that “this is a sensitive issue; But implementing this policy. Four 
this is a wrong attitude," Dr. foreign nationals interviewed by 
Kharabsheh said. the Jordan Times said they were 

Dr. Kharabsheh said that Jor- not asked to take the AIDS test 
dan takes all the necessary pre- when they were granted visas to 
cautions to protect its citizens visit the conn try. 
from the disease. He said that ail This policy goes against the 
imported blood is tested for recommendation of the World 
AIDS before h is used in the Health Organisation (WHO)/ 
country and the Blood Bank also which considers such require- 
tests Jordanian citizens for the merits discriminatory. 

. Princess Basma visits Dibbeen Camp 

JERASH (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma called 
Tuesday at the fifth Arab gathering of 300 girl guides currently 
held in Dibbeen Camp. 

Princess Basma visited at the camp an exhibition of educational 
facilities and handicrafts where she was familiarised with the 
works of the girl guides. Princess Basma visited also a pavfllion 
displaying folkloric costumes representing various parts of the 
Kingdom. 

Head of the meeting Abla Abu Nuwwar delivered an address in 
which she briefed Princess Basma on the objectives of the 
gathering. She said the gathering aims to achieve interaction 
between Jordanian and Arab guides. Girl guides from Yemen and 
Lebanon, in addition to Jordan, are participating in the gathering. 

Head of the Lebanese delegation Ibtisam Fuleifil delivered an 
address on behalf of both the Yemeni and Lebanese delegation. 

She expressed her satisfaction with the gathering and hoped 
that similar gatherings will be held in Lebanon and Yemen. 
Princess Basma distributed awards and certificates to excelling 
participants and presented two shields to the heads of the 
Lebanese and Yemeni delegations. 

Princess Basina also received the shield of the Ministry of 
Education on the occasion. 
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Legal recourse 

BY LIMITING the number of Palestinians that could cross 
over River Jordan bridges to the West Bank to a trickle of 
1,700 a day, Israel is imposing inhnman and degrading 
conditions on the Palestinian people who seek family 
reunion daring the summer season. It- cannot be claimed by 
Israel that there are security reasons behind this policy since 
until recently nearly 4,000 Palestinians would be allowed 
into the West Bank on a daily basis without any effect on 
security considerations. Perhaps one should await a few 
days to see whether and bow the new government of Yitzhak 
Rabin would alter this outrageous derision. Needless to say, 
any new directives from the new government could serve as 
a dear signal about the real intentions of the Labour-led 
coalition towards Arab neighbours. 

Still the Arab case must not and should not rest anywhere 
in anticipation of any new breakthroughs from Israel. The 
treatment being meted to Palestinians wishing to join their 
families during their annual summer vacations Is a top 
human rights issue that the Arab side must endeavour to put 
before the relevant human rights fora, especially the ones 
being conducted under the aegies of the United Nations. 
Last month there was an Arab attempt to reconvene the 
U.N. mi Human Rights Commission in an emergency session 
to discuss the deteriorating situation in the Gaza Strip. That 
effort flailed because the /Gab side did not put all its weight 
behind it and because of administrative reasons that would 
have precluded the holding of such an extraordinary 
meeting by the commission. In view of the fact that the U.N. 
Sob-Commission on Human Rights is scheduled to convene' 
in early August, it would not be only appropriate bat also 
necessary to add on the agenda of that U.N. body the issue of 
bridge crossing by Palestinians under those degrading 
conditions. The right of any person to leave and return to 
one’s country even when it is occupied is a well-enshrined 
principle in international law that Israel has no alternative 
but to heed and respect. It would seem that it would be the 
suitable thing to do now in anticipation of the impending 
meeting of the sub-commission to request the inclusion of 
thjs ti nman rights violation on its agenda. 

Maybe not much can be expected from any airing oat of 
such a subject before a U.N. human rights committee. Still 
the opportunity that would be provided by such a meeting to 
explain the tragic condition under which the Palestinians 
have to endure when crossing to see their loved ones may 
still jolt the international conscience afterall into action. The 
new chapter being opened in Israel now is susceptible to 
fresh international pressure especially because die Rabin 
government sought and gained political control there on the 
basis of its peaceful platform towards the Palestinian side in 
particular and the Arab World in general. 

On the human rights front, Israel had ratified in 1991 a 
number of important human rights treaties, notably the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights under 
which it could be held scrupulously accountable. The human 
rights subject posed by the treatment of Palestinians during 
their crossing to the West Bank is certainly a matter that 
. foils under there human rights instruments. 


~ ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


I THE ARABS can not attach all their hopes on Yitzhak Rabin 
■ who has just formed a Labour government in Israel regardless of 
the differences in views he has with Yitzhak Shamir said AJ Ra’i 
Arabic daily Tuesday. Yet, it would be rather naive to ignore the 
change that occurred inside Israel, which brought about a change 
from Likud to Labour because the change means a lot to the 
Israeli public, said the paper. The election of Rabin and his 
Labour Party to lead Israel for the coming four years is at least 
something that has been welcomed by the Arabs, the Americans 
. and Europeans and one that has been brought about as a result of 
deep conviction, on the part of the Israeli voters, that the Labour 
Party will help end Israel’s many Sis, the daily said. It is indeed 
' reasonable to say that despite die modest volume of change in 
Israeli politics and the new orientations of the Labour Party, the 
change means a lot to the man in the street in Israel because it is 
seen as the beginning of the end to a lot of troubles plaguing the 
Jewish state under Likud. One ‘.cannot be too optimistic about the 
, prospects of the coming peace talks with the Labour government, 
but one can only say that it is unreasonable for us to go on 
ignoring the facts about the change in Israel and the new realities 
created by the latest parliamentary election, the paper pointed 
out. It said that the change in Israel's policies opens new trends 
for success at the negotiating table and clears the way for 
discussing the swapping of land for peace and an end to the Jewish 
settlements programme in the occupied Arab lands. 

A COLUMNIST IN A1 Ra’i daily criticised Arab countries in the 
region which are still in the practice of jamming Jordan Television 
.programmes to deprive their people of the right to watch them, 
and said that such a practice can only harm non- Jordanians. Taxeq 
Masarweh said that while Israeli television programmes are 
allowed by the same Arab regimes to reach their people and 
invaded all Arab states, Jordanian television programmes are 
I checked so that they would not reach other Arabs awaiting the 
1 breeze of democracy to blow towards them. Jamming television 
programmes can only harm the strategy of uniting the Arab 
World and reflects the fear in the hearts of other regimes of the 
Arab World about the possibility of their masses benefiting from 
die democratic rale in this Kingdom, continued the writer. We say 
to die official information services in these countries: Allow 
Jordan's views and Parliament debates to reach your masses, 
respect the dignity and rights of man and allow Jordanian 
programmes to reach the hearts of the people so that you can gain 
credibility in the eyes of your own people, said the writer. He 
urged the other Arab information services not to shun the views 
of intellectuals and political parties in Jordan and not to show any 
fear if their own regimes guarantee freedom and dignity to human 
being in their countries. By jamming these programmes and by 
shotting off free ideas, these regimes, said tins writer, are finding 
means for repression and for fostering hatred is the hearts of the 
masses. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdallah Malki 


Foreign aid and the Jordanian economy 


DURING three decades after ,the Work! War H, foreign aid 
was envisioned, by practionere and laymen'alike, as a ^^ragtrat 
of economic development and growth. Whether in developing 
countries or in the advanced ones, aid, flowing mainly from toe 
United States, was instrumental in rebuilding ; war-ravaged West- 
ern Europe and Japan and in igniting growth in most of the Third 
World countries, or it was thought so. 

It was only towards the end of the seventies that some 
researchers working in the field of development economics 

started to question the for-granted usefulness of foreign aid. It 
was maintained that foreign grants adversely affected national 
savings in developing countries and the motives to retf-dep enden - 
cv. Another argument was that developing coun tries ran agamst 

what is called the “absorptive capacity" bam an Refined as foe 
ability of the developing country to use capital prodocnveiy: 
developing countries could not use capital in a products way so 
that foreign aid was not effective. At that time the term aid 
fatigue" was coined and started to gain wider and wrier 
circulation- Here some schools of thought demanded a shift of aid 


emphasis from cash handouts to technical assistance on the 
assumption that this kind of aid would help in relaxing the 
absorptive capacity constraint . - , 

However, the oil shocks created the vast surpluses of petrodol- 
lars which had to be recycled in order to keep the engine of the 
world economy running smoofhly.-An unprecedented process of 
lending gripped the world. Through banks, the surplus countries 
lent generously and foe developing countries borrowed unre- 
servedly. The result was the ’Hurd World debt True this debt 
ballooned to the point of explosion but it did so only after it had, 
supplanted foreign aid as a source of funds to developing 
countries. 

Foreign aid stayed in the sidelines throughout the oil boom and 
Shortly afterwards. When it came back to the limelight it had 
become a different creature. Now it became more politicised, or 
more overtly so. because it has never been otherwise. The. 
International Monetary Fund and World Bank started to manage 
foe mainstream ot this aid under the canvass of the economic 
adjustment programmes. 


Islamic models — monarchy 
works for Moroccans 


By W illiam Pfaff 


TANGIER — The rise of Islamic 
fundamentalism in the countries 
of foe southern Mediterranean 
littoral follows the abject failure 
of the nationalist governments 
formed in the 1950s and 1960s. 
The nationalist movements ended 
colonialism, but the people they 
liberated mostly are worse off 
than before. 

Morocco has largely been 
spared the fundamentalist reac- 
tion because it was never colo- 
nised. The Moroccans have pos- 
sessed unbroken national 
sovereignty since the 11th cen- 
tury, under the present dynasty 
since the 16th century. Moroccan 
society thus has retained its poli- 
tical integrity, despite the French 
and Spanish protectorates that 
were imposed between 1912 and 
1956. The Moroccans have .con- 
tinued to consider themselves in 
control of their country. 

Elsewhere in Islamic North 
Africa and the Middle East, this 
has not generally been so. Alger- 
ia was not merely coionised by 
France but annex jd, with a sub- 
sequent and sizable European 
migration to its farms and indus- 
tries. Thus until 1962 the French 
held that Algeria was as much 
France as Normandy or 
Provence. 

This was why the Algerian in- 
dependence war in foe 1950s was 
so bitter. The French were able to 
let Tunisia go, and abandon their 
Moroccan protectorate, because 
people recognised that the day of 
European empires was over. But 
a part of France itself could not 
be let go. It was not, until the 
existing French republic itself col- 
lapsed, and General de Gaulle 
was brought to power. 

Obviously the Algerians had 
not been willing to consider 
themselves Frenchmen, nor had 


foe French really treated them as 
if they were French. The experi- 
ence they underwent between 
annexation in the early 19th cen- 
tury and the successful uprising 
that began in 1954 had all but. 
pulverised their independent con- 
fidence as a people and a nation. 

There, and elsewhere, the 
nationalist movements that pro- 
duced the liberation struggle of 
the 1950s were founded by people 
influenced by the liberal and 
secular political ideas of the 
West, but who were also, after 
World War n, crucially influ- 
enced by the myths of socialism. 

Because the struggle was 
against European colonial powers 
who were also democratic and 
capitalist, as well as allies of the 
United States, the new North 
African and Arab nationalist 
leaders decided that their ally had 
to be foe Soviet Union, a single- 
party Marxist state and Washing- 
ton's enemy. They decided that 
single-party government, and 
state ownership of the economy, 
were “progressive” policies, and 
that anti-Americanism was a . 
corollary of anti-imperialism. 
This produced much grief for 
them (and for Washington)'. 

Out of it came political and 
economic failures. “Liberation” 
from colonialism ended in one- 
party governments, eventually 
military dictatorships. The 
nationalisation polices of the new 
states saddled their economies 
with irrelevant leavy industries, 
while penalising agriculture and 
private commerce. Today, 40 per 
cent of Algeria’s (nongovernmen- 
tal) employment is in the faltering 
state industrial sector. 

Despite cosmetic reform, poli- 
tical power remains with the 
army. Recent attempts to liberal- 
ise the Algerian political system 


saw the fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front gain an almost 
certain popular majority. Nation- 
al elections were therefore can- 
celled in January and fun- 
damentalist activists locked up. 
With President Mohammad 
Boudiaf mysteriously assassin- 
ated by a member of bis own 
security force, Algeria is at the 
edge of grave civil disorder. 

People turned to the fun- 
damentalists there, and else- 
where in the Arab World, pre- 
cisely because the secular 
nationalists of the first generation 
have so bitterly failed them. The 
heroes of foe Algerian revolution 
went on to become the country’s 
dictators — and worse, its incom- 
petent and corrupt dictators, 
squandering Algeria's consider- 
able resources. 

The fundamentalists leaders 
offer tbe same promises the 
nationalists made: restored 
national self-respect and prosper- 
ity; and also personal reassurance 
— that one is in harmony with 
what God wants. Hie secular 
nationalists offeired what they cal- 
led progress: industrialisation and 
economic <^velapment-- through 
alliance with foe socialist world. 
That failed. Tbe fundamentalists 
now offer a reactionary solution: 
to go back to foe theocratic sys- 
tem of foe Middle Ages, Islam's 
years of glory and power. 

The advantage of the Islamic 
monarchs is that they can offer 
both progress and foe valne-reas- 
surance of theocratic govern- 
ment. The legitimacy of Moroc- 
co’s King Hasan II rests not only 
on foe 400-year continuity of his 
family's rule. It is based as well 
on his descent from foe Prophet, 
and thus on his position as the 
religious leader of foe Moroc- 
cans. 


Children with no rights 


By Kafia Sabet 

CAIRO, Egypt. — When she was 
16, Horeia Abdul Rahman, a 
peasant girl from the village of 
Miniet Gan ad in Egypt, was mar- 
ried to a wealthy foreigner. The 
union, brokered by the usual 
matchmaker, was perfectly legiti- 
mate. In fact, when they saw foe 
amount of money foe 52-year-old 
fianaS was prepared to pay for 
their daughter’s dpwiy, Horeia V 
parents were overjoyed: it was as 
much as her father and brothers 
could earn in two years. 

This manna from heaven un- 
fortunately was short-lived. Two 
months after the wedding, 
Horeia *s husband vanished bade 
to his country, though not with- 
out leaving her with another wad 
of money. With this in hand, the 
younger girl would at least be an 
attractive prospect for any of the 
young men in her village. 

But that possibility vanished 
when Horeia discovered she was 
pregnant. After she had twins, 
the village elders advised her to 
hire a lawyer to trace her former 
husband and obtain the financial 
support to which she was entitled. 
Most of her money went into the 
pursuit of foe elusive husband — 
to no avail. 

Meanwhile, the children 
thrived and outwardly nothing set 
them apart from foe other village 
kids. But in foe eyes Of the law, 
Horeia ’s children are pariahs: she 
found that out when she tried to 
enroll them into foe free, stale- 
run local school. There is no 
place for them in foe land where 
they were boro.. 

Explains Dr. Fouad Riad, a 
noted Egyptian professor of in- 
ternational law and a prominent 
figure in legal circles worldwide: 
“Children boro of a foreign 



Dr. Found Riad 

father are considered to Be fore- 
igners mid take foe nationality of. 
foe father. As fbrejgneis, they' 
have none of the soda! rights 
granted to all Egyptians, such as 
free education from elementary 
school through to university, or 
the right to work." 

Horeia failed again in her 
second round of efforts to trace . 
the father of her children, and 
they have therefore joined the 
ranks of some 250,000 children in 
Egypt (and several hundreds of 
thousands in tbe .Arab World) 
who are in a legal 1 limbo. To afl 
intents and purposes, they are 
Stateless. They don't east. 

While questions of nationality 
were redefined in many countries 
after World War II with, for 
example foe introduction of dual 
citizenship, tins was not foe case 
in most of foe Arab World, ex- 
plains 63-year-old Riad, who has 
written several books on le^l 
matters. “The exceptions are 
Tunisia, which fully adopted foe 


reforms, and Kuwait, foe differ- 
ence there being that only chil- 
dren boro in Kuwait of a Kuwaiti 
mother are entitled to citizenship. 
Tbe rest of the Arab World ap- 
plies foe 1949 Egyptian code 
which was derived from the Ger- 
man, French and Italian legal 
systems — and most of all foe 
Islamic Sharia law.” 

Dr. Riad, who studied in Cairo 
as well as Paris, emphasises that 
foe Holy Koran is very clear on 
the rights of women. “Women 
have the same rights as men, 
except in three dcarcot areas: 
divbrce, testimony (before a 
court of law) and inheritance,” he 
said. The Sharia makes no differ- 
ence between men and women in 
all other areas of civilian law, but 
it does not address foe question 
of nationality at all- As a result, 
and because of cultural rather 
than legal considerations', foe 
natio nali ty of a child is automati- 
cally determined by that of foe 
tether, he added. 

“There is one exception to 
that," notes Dr. Riad, “which is 
when the tether is unknown. This 
has led to some real aberrations: 
we regularly see mothers who are 
prepared to declare their children 
as legitimate in order to ensure 
that they will -not be considered 
foreigners in foe only country 
they have ever known!” 

Dr. Riad has in fact been lead- 
ing a crusade since 1975 to re- 
verse some of foe provisions of 
the new citizenship law intro- 
duced that year, which, he 
charges, violate Article 40 of the 
Constitution on the equality of 
the sexes, particularly where dual 
nationality is concerned. “There 
is an injustice,” be says, “since 
children born of an Egyptian 
father abroad have foe right to 
dual citizenship while tins is not 
true of tbe offspring of an Egyp- 


tian woman and a foreign man!” 

Dr. Riad battled against the 
obstacles of a heavy and apathetic 
system, but his efforts may soon 
pay off. The citizenship law is 
currently under review by the 
Egyptian National Assembly or 
parliament. New provisions could 
help pro tec: the children of women 
like Horeia, and hundreds of 
thousands of others who may be 
deprived of schooling if their 
family cannot afford the fees. In 
addition, these children cannot 
inherit property; they would have 
no right to tbeir grandfather’s 
piece of land, for example, and as 
adults they cannot benefit from 
social aid structures or wpric for 
foe government. 

Even the few women who have 
been able to trace their foreign 
husbands and are awarded foe 
right to alimony by an Egyptian 
court rarely succeed in having the 
ruling applied in the husband’s, 
country. “The laws are ter from 
perfect,” Dr. Riad noted. “From 
one commy to another, they are 
often inefficient because of pro- 
cedural complications or the very 
murky principle of ‘public 
order P” The non-enforcement of 
coart rulings is one of the most 
acute problems in international 
relations when it comes to mat-- 
tem affecting incfividnals. Tbe in- 
ternal legal system of a given 
country may be very valid, but if 
foe system is locked into itself 
and it is impossible to have its 
provisions effectively applied 
elsewhere without a huge amount 
of time, effort and expense, Dr. 
Riad explained, “We can safely 
say that they are imperfect and 
acted to evolve. In a modem 
world where borders are httie 
more than artificial concepts ... 
the law can and should be 
adapted in the .interest of foe 
individual and in a spirit of justice 
— ” World News Link. 


If von grant a certain sum of money, say JD1.000. to somebody, 
he may spend it on buying dotbes or food or on vaononing-or 
even rambling- In this case, this md will not be profoutore m 
economic terras because it finances current, ana probably, 
luxurious expenditure. Another person might use foe same sum 
for baying stocks or retiring a debt or may keep it in i a saving 
account, in which case it finances vutuous capital expenditure. 
Thus it is the way we use foreign aid funds that really matters; 
money is not intrinsically good or bad and foreign aid cannot be 
blamed for the way recipients use, misuse ox abuse it. 

Foreign aid has been playing an outstanding role m foe 
economic life of Jordan. Most notably, rthas recently tided us 
over the bleak days which followed the 1988 devaluation erf the 
Jordan dinar and through foe very stormy days of foe Gulf war 
and its aftermath. It is very important to identify very well this 
role and accord it foe credit it deserves. Otherwise we wfll 
surrender ourselves to destructive complacency and nostalgia. 
One already can (detect clearly the early symptoms of such a 


At the same time an Islamic 
monarch can offer a form of 
social and economic reform link- 
ed to foe successful West. Moroc- 
co today is in relatively good 
economic condition, and lias even 
applied for membership in tbe 
European Community '(a free- 
exchange agreement is being 
negotiated). 

King Hassan Q has promised 
free parliamentary elections later 
this year and says that all political 
prisoners have been released 
(which is disputed). 

Because of what has happened 
in Algeria and elsewhere in foe 
Islamic World, there is today a 
degree of support for King Has- 
san among Moroccan elites which 
did not before exist. Reference 
now is made to the role King Juan 
Carios I played in Spain transi- 
tion to democracy. The analogy is 
not particularly dose; Hassan in 
Morocco is himself foe absolute 
state anfoority, whose power is 
supposed to yield to a more 
democratic system, while Joan 
Carlos could mediate between 
General Franco’s absolutism and 
Spain Is ^democratic reformers. 

Nonetheless', the Idea that 
Morocco's monarch is in a posi- 
tion to reconcile popular senti- 
ments and anxieties with foe elite 
demand for democratic evolution 
is valid enough, and foe catas- 
trophe in Algeria has made the 
Moroccan political dass aware of 
the importance of a conservative 
continuity that keeps Morocco 
open to Europe and foe West. 

Their success in building such a 
Morocco is equally important for 
foe West — and could provide a 
model which has a constructive 
influence elsewhere in North 
Africa — International Herald 
Tribune. 


Algeria joins 
hard line over 
fundamentalists 


By John BaggaJey 


Renter 


ALGIERS — Algeria is deter- 
mined to join other North Afri- 
can countries in holding back a 
tide of Muslim fundamentalism, 
despite the risk of an extremist 


“They want to show strength 
and determination,” said one 
European diplomat in Algiers af- 
ter a military court pressed ahead 
on Sunday with a trial of fun- 
damentalist leaders despite their 
refusal to leave their cells and a 
boycott by defence lawyers. 

At least 80 security force men 
have died in foe past five months 
in attacks blamed on fun- 
damentalists who have vowed to 
“take to foe gun” until their 
leaders are freed. 

Abassi Madani, 61, and Ali 
Beihadj, 35. .leaders of the now 
banned' Islamic Salvation Front' 
(FIS), are faring charges punish- 
able fry death. Five other FIS' 
officials tece lesser charges. 

Neighbouring Tiinisia, where 
more than 100 men tece the death 
penalty, and Egypt are also 
'cracking down on Muslim ex- 
tremists. 

Muslim fundamentalism was 
fuelled by the advance of tbe FIS 
which swept to a landslide first 
round general election victory 
last December. The poll was 
scrapped. 

The FIS showed itself, in 
Algeria’s only two multi-party 
elections, to be the biggest 
opposition group in foe nation of 
25 millioi; people. 

Some foreign diplomats in 
Algiers see tbe trial as a water- 
shed in a country, shaken by 
year-long violence and last 
month's assassination of bead of 
state Mohammad Boudiaf. 

“If the military derides to hand 
it over to a civilian court it will be 
a signal of reconciliation said 
one non-European diplomat be- 
fore the trial started. 

As the military brushed aside 
any such prospect at the 
weekend, one western diplomat 
said Algeria’s new leaders 
seemed to be showing determina- 
tion “to be seen t- be imposing 
their authority.” 

Another said the general 
approach could reflect the na- 
tion’s future path, not only politi- 
cally but economically, with the 
appointment of Belaid Abdesse- 


lam as prime minister. 

“It is also in line with the new 
head of government who is sup- 
posed to be a hardline,” said foe 
diplomat. '‘Maybe he will use bis 
own strong will to follow through 
with austerity which is what the 
country needs.” 

Further austerity in a country 
where 14 million live below an 
official poverty line and where 
inequality is rampant could, 
however, drive more towards^ 
fundamentalism as their only 
hope. 

Algerian officials acknowledge 
poverty was a prime breeding 
ground for FIS militants. 

Diplomats who say the fun- 
damentalists must, in the long- 
term, be brought into any scheme 
to reunite foe country, saw little 
chance of .this as foe trial went 
Ahead. 

• . “The whole picture nowto me 
looks like a hardline ahead with 
no relaxation in a spectacular 
case like this.” said the European 
diplomat. “They might be able to 
keep foe lid on for a while.,.,” he 
added. ^ 

Across North Africa, to revolu- 
tionary Iran and conservative 
kingdoms in the Gulf, fun- 
damentalists drew inspiration 
from the FIS advance which 
strained some of Algeria's over- 
seas ties. 

Tunisia and Morocco were un- 
happy with what they saw as 
former President Chadli Ben- 
jedid’s willingness to live with a 
fundamentalist victory at the 
polls. 

They believed this could have, 
given their own dissidents a tod 
convenient base. 

France too was concerned at 
foe Islamic advance at foe polls, 
fearing a fresh wave of immig- 
rants to fuel further racist unrest 
rf foe FIS took power. Paris also 
feara instability in North Africa# 
again sparking immigration. 

hearing, in Bli- 
da, 50 km south of Algiers, coin- 
aaed with a double military trial 

IE. T S U SL° f . 3ne * <:d ">emb«s of 
toe Nahdha (renaissance) Party. 

s- f ? u owed foe detention 
J? fcgy P l ° f more than 450 Mus- 

sus P ects and foe 
an«st °n Saturday in a Cairo 
suburb of an alleged key leader. 


LETTERS 


Reconstituting 
the mosaics 


To tbeEditor: 


With reference to the article ‘.‘School of mosaics to be camnW~i 
by year’s end” published ob 14/7/1992, 
that foe Italian government's contribution to foe urota ouemfe 
ro a grant of 2^09 bflBon Italian Kras (appr. $1,820 million) for the 

■ “ » — » 

I wo uld also tflee to point, oat that foe activities of the project 
started' already m September 1991. When a group of stereo 
Jordanian tramers has been granted a scholarship to follow 
courses m “mosaic restoration tecfamqnes” in Ravenna (Italy). 

Diego Brasioli, 
First Secretary, 


Amman 

.i'mmfs note: The news item mentioned above was translated as 
esocQy received from foe Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
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Jordan: Rabin’s offer is cosmetic 

( Co B ffmwd from page I) peace talks or bkt invitation to An 


He reiterated that Jordan would 
stress its principle stand which call for 
abiding by international legitimacy 
and U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 concerning Palesti- 
nian territory and Resolution 425 
concerning L ebanese territory. 

“What a important for Jordan is 
what takes dace at the neaotiatmz. 
table,' be said. 

there any possibility for stop- 
ping settlement activity and any poasn 
bffity for immediate Israeli withdraw- 
al from the occupied lands? Is there 
•any powibffity for transferring au- 
thority' and giving the Palestinian 
people their rights? Dr; Atm Jaber 
said. ‘These questions should be 
answered in the coming rounds of 
negotiations which would show how 
serious is any gover nm ent in dealing 
wihl the peace process. 

Syria accused Mr. Rabin of pur- 
suing “an aggressive and expansionist 
‘"paticy like his predecessor Yitzhak 
Shamir Inn in a different shape. 

"The offi c ial daily Tishrecti, w h ich 
reflects government thin king, said 
_ Mr. Rabin's statement Monday that 
' Israel would maintain security settler 
-menis and keep Jerusalem as c* pfo»t 
of Israel showed he was not support- 
ing peace. . 

“Seeking to keep land under any 
formula — security or political — and 
calling for an end to resistance while 
occupation and settlements are con- 
tinuing will not push the peace pro- , 
cess in the right direction,” Ushieen 
said. 

Foreign Minister Farouq A1 Sharaa 
later underscored Syria’s concern ab- 
out Israel bolding on to the occupied 
territories in comments to a weekly 
cabinet meeting, an official said. 

Neither the newspaper nor Mr. 
Sharaa mentioned Rabin's proposal 
to visit Arab countries to pursue 


peace talks or bht invitation to Arab 
leaders to come to occupied Jeru- 
salem. 

H Assessment of the statement made 

mot in which, he referred ^tcT'dre 
international changes and the import- 
ance of achieving peace in the region 
showed it efid not indude anything 
about Security Council resofatious on 
winch the Madrid conference was 
based,” the official- quoted Mr. Shar- 
ia as saying. 

Lebanon and Mr. Rabin’s offer 
was irrelevant to the peace process. 

Asked by repor te rs about Leba- 
non’s reaction to the offer. Informa- 
tion Minister Michel Saipaha said 
after a cabinet meeting: 

“The government** position is to 
work within the context of what 
started in Madrid under the auspices 
of the United States and the Soviet 
Union and anything outrode this con- 
text will not be dealt with." 

SubeD Chammas, Lebanon’s e t u k f 
peace negotiator, said when Rabin’s 
Labour Party won the elections last 
month that he hoped a new govern- 
ment would show it was fully commit- 
ted to the peace process. 


U.S. hopes to get ‘ball rolling’ 

(Continued from page 1) signal to the U.S.-backed 


Sudan 


(Coattaned from page 1) 

''government force as “very ex- 
hausted” and with little supplies, 
and claimed that the rebels have 
blown up a bridge isolating gov- 
ernment forces. 

Torit has been under govern- 
ment attack for several months. 

‘*We withdrew our forces from 
Torit yesterday and we have laid 
siege to it. The government 
forces will be annihilated," 
Gsrang Deng, SPLA spokesman 
in Nairobi, told Reuters. 


tries. 

But he also welcomed (he idea of 
informal meetings with the joint 
Jordaman-PMestiman delegation at 
the peace talks— a policy rejected by 
bis predecessor. Likud party leader 
Yitzhak $hamir. 

Relations between Mr. Bush and 
Mr. S hamir had been frosty. Mr. 
Shamir rejected Mr. Bash's demand 
that Israel end farther Jewish settle- 
ment on the West Bank and Gaza. 
Mr. Bush them refused to guarantee 
$10 btffiou in co m mercial bank loans 
Israel wanted to home tens of 
thousands of oew Russian and Ethio- 
pmn immigrants. 

While Mr. Rabin supports all but 
“pafitkal" settlements on the occu- 
pied territories, Mr. Bush is looking 
to the Labour party leader to be more 

amnmmnAiting tharj Mr. Sh ami r. 

The administration also hopes that 
quid: progress in the Middle East 
peace process might Eft Mr. Bosh’s 
km standing among American Jews 
over his decision to withhold the loan 
guarantees to Israel. 

Democratic presidential candidate 
BOI CGntoo only added to Mr. Bush’s 
difficulties wire Jewish voters by 
selecting Tennessee Senator A] Gore, 
one of Israel's strongest supporters in 
the Senate, as his running 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shaft, chief 
Palestinian negotiator in the peace 
talks, warned Tuesday that a change 
in the U.S. position on loan guaran- 
tees for Israel could break up the 
peace process. 

Mr. Abdul Shaft’s comment at a 
news conference in Arab East Jeru- 
salem, followed hints from U.S. offi- 
cials that Mr. Bush may grant the 
guarantees because of Mr. Rabin’s 
pledges to curb some settlement 
building. 

Mr. Abdul Shaft said reversing the 
U.S. stand wodki send the wrong 


signal to the U.S.-backed peace talks. 

“I think when this American admi- 
nistration linked the settlement {mo- 
cess with the question of the loan 
guarantees, it meant to us that the 
American government considers that 
die continued settlement process in 
the occupied territories is incompati- 
ble with the prospects of peace.” he 
said. 

“Now,” be added: “If the Amer- 
ican government is going to go back 
on that ... then it goes to convey the 
opposite meaning.” 

He said that legitimising tbe settle- 
ment process would destroy the peace 

process.” 

‘Power struggle’ 

(Continued from page 1) 

overturn its previous refusal to 
call Mr. Ghozali marked a de- 
fence victory. There was no ex- 
planation for tbe tribunal’s inl- 
ine. 

The FIS believed that Mr. 
Gbozali and the others could 
shed light on clashes between 
security forces and tbe fundamen- 
talists in June 1991 .time left at 
least 55 people dead. 

The FIS men's lawyers on 
Tuesday refused for a third day to 
attend court, m aintainin g they 
were still refused access to those 
accused, a charge the prosecution 
has denied. 

French lawyer Jacques Verges, 
wbo flew in on Monday to join 
them, told a news conference: 
“For ns the trial has been over- 
turned for ns now the question 

is ‘who were the assessing on the 
night of Jane 3 and 4.” 




Attention Expatriate 
Residents in Jordan 

J° Spend 3 Days / 2 Nights In Aqaba for 
only JD 46.000 Per Person Half Board 


Take advantage of the special Suite 
rates available throughout this Summer 


Above offer is available to 30 Sept 1992 and Is . 
subject to 10% government to and 10°/o service charge 


THE HOLIDAY 

MTBWAflONAl. HOTEL MANAGEMENT GROUP 



INTERNATIONAL 


Tel.: 03 / 312426 Fax: 03 / 313426 Aqaba 



NOW, 

I’O SYDNEY 
AND 




TWICE 
A WEEK. 


Gulf Air now flies from Amman to Bahrain 
every' Monday and Friday, with convenient 
onward connections to Sydney and 
Melbourne, via Singapore. Both flights 
arrive the following evening in Sydney at 
7:40 p.m., and in Melbourne at 10:20 p.m. 


Whether you choose to fly first, 
business or economy, you'll travel in comfort 
and style, enjoying our traditional 
hospitality. 

It's all part of the experience of flying, 
Gulf Air stS'Ie. 



GULF Al R 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ROUTES AND SERVICES. CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR GULF AIR ON AMMAN 653513. 


Save water... every drop counts! 


Hanbo to explore for oil in Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) Hanbo's operations would 


. .. east Jordan near the Saadi bor- 
> . der. 

Tbe Hanbo exploration will 
include five wells after seismic 
and other studies of the area. 
*>' Under the draft accord, Hanbo 
>• would receive 40 per cent of any 
•^natural gas found while Jordan 
. u J would receive 60 per cent. 

O'r Hanbo would get between 25 
and 35 per cent of any ofl found, 
depending on tbe amount, with 
*' :thc rest going to Jordan. 

Hanbo was also interested in 
■" ventures with Amman to explore 

- for ofl in Yemen and Sudan and 
’Study the feasibility of mining 

■’'-copper in Jordan’s southern Wadi 
Araba area, officials said. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said U.S. 
r - firm USX- Marathon group’s 

- Marathon Oil has asked for re- 
ports on the Wadi Araba area 

• - while Spain's Repsol SA, current- 
: ly exploring in Syria, had asked 
; for official data available on the 

• north-eastern parts of Jordan. 


Hanbo's operations would ex- 
clude parts of Al Risheh where 
Jordan is already producing 15 
million cubic feet of natural gas 
and using it to generate electricity 
for the national grid. 

Plans are underway to increase 
gas production to 24 million cubic 
feet a day by 1993 and generate 
90 megawatts a day instead of tbe 
current 60 megawatts, Mr. Abul 
Ragbeb said. 

Jordan has so far spent JD 84 
million through its National Re- 
sources Authority to look for ofl 
but international participation 
has so far been limited by lack of 
promising results and depressed 
world prices. 

Mir. Abul Ragheb said his 
ministry was studying the possi- 
bility of creating a separate 
national ofl entity to boost its 
internal operations and allow it to 
work outside of Jordan. . 

' The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said late Tuesday the cabinet 
endorsed the proposed agree- 
ment with Hanbo Energy. 


Pales tinians challenge Rabin 


(Confined from page I) 

other PLO factions, and tbe pres- 
ident and deputy presidents of 
tbe Palestine National Council 
‘will attend the Tonis meeting. 

It was not immediately known 
if membe r s of tbe Palestinian 
negotiating team would join the 


PLO sources said they ex- 
pected -the meeting to lay down 
policy guidelines for tbe next 
steps in talks with Israel now that 
Mr. Rabin was in office. 

The Palestinian meeting will 
also discuss plans for legislative 
elections .in tbe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza 'Strip, ^ despite 
Israel's, refusal to consider such 

elections under tbe interim self- 
government arrangements Mr. 
Rabin 1ms proposed, the sources 


Without explicitly opposing. 
Mr. Rabin’s offer, Mr. Abdul 
Rahman appeared sceptical ab- 
out its value. 


“The time of shock diplomacy 
is out. We do not need television 
camera diplomacy,” he told Ren- 
ters. ' 

“What we need is a willingness 
to deal with issues seriously, to 
undo the bad taste left by ... 
Shamir .” 

Mr- Rabin has set a target of 
nine months for agreement on 
autonomy with die Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

Mr. Abdul Rahman said nego- 
tiations on tire arrangements 
should end within four months. 
“Asking for an extension of the 
deadline is only a manoeuvre,” 
he said. 

He criticised Mr. Rabin’s prop- 
osal to retain large areas of the 
occupied territories and streng- 
then Israeli settlements in the 
Golan Heights, above the. Jordan! 
Valley and around Jerusalem. ( 

What he said about Jerusalem 
is imnacceptable. It is a mask for! 
occupation and security settle- 1 
meats are another mask for 
occupation.” 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
always choose 

THE RELIABLE 




PACKING, AIR FREK5H1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL. 604676 604696 
p.o.box 7806 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Spetial Chinese Foods 


Open I&0-3J0 A 60O-11J0 duly 


taka away is inllabla 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hold 





JORDAN MARKET PLA CE 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 



AQABA 


\ CHINESE FuODl 

Open daily 
88-ISffl JU9- 

. Tel: 03-314416 

WO 



wmm 


mMS W Ei 


ST 


The best steak in town. 





IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Diydean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 
Or Keys Service 

rfrUpholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821 656, Fax 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tak*-away Mrvfn 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnighr 

TeL €38966 


STUDIO 


Professional Quality in 
l Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 on 

Suncisani - Opp. Oriudlayi 
Bank- Phone: .604042 
Swefieh tel: 823*91 



Restaur antJ 






Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jabal Amman - 3rd Circle 
Far Ecwuvation Tel 615060 -1 


4 RENT 

3 super deluxe unfurnished 
penthouse for rent. Each 
has 3 bedrooms with big 
terrace. 

Location: 

A) Um-Utheina 

B) Jabal Amman near the 
4th Circle 

C) Shmeisani near Safe- 
way. 

For further details please call: 
Tel.: 810605, 810609, 
810520. Fax: 810520 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEIi 

,U2l|ljls 


Amman -Tei 668193 
PO Bo- 9-503 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 



Saudi Real Estate- 
687821 /22 


TAIWAN TOURISM 

New management by 

Mr. Chen. D. HL 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

abal Amman-3rd Circle 
Tel.: 641093 



/J HOTEL 

vsr'nso.lc'zi 

INTERNATIONAL 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res:665121 

























ports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 1992 



Ai Mamtha fails in bid to take 
top spot after draw' with Sahab 

Vtv AIum ij D. 1.1 a 1: i ■ < . .. . 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The past week was 
certainly the most interesting m 
this season’s second round of the 
fust division soccer championship 
as Sahab beat AI Qadissieh and 
drew with Al Ramtha, while Al 
Wihdat defeated Al Faisali and 
AI Arabi crushed Yannouk Am- 
man. 

Sahab could have turned things 
their way and improved their 
standing had they Kept their 2-0 
lead over Al Ramtha in the first 
half. 

Sahab’s Mohammad Odeh 
scored his team's first goal in the 
44th minute,, followed less than 
two minutes later by another goal 
that stunned Al Ramtha and gave 
Sahab the winning edge. 

Sah a b could not however keep 
their precious and unexpected 
lead as Al Ramtha began attack- 
ing in the second half and Sahab’s 
Sbawkat Aqel lost the chance to 
score a third goal. Moments later 
Al Ramtba's Fayez Bidewi scored 
his team’s first goal in the 56th 
minute. Three minutes later a 
header by Murad Al Horani 
equalised for Al Ramtha who 
lightened their defence and 
seemed content with the draw, 
while Sahab were regretting the 
lost chance to beat their second- 


placed opponent which would 
have moved them up to sixth 
place, relatively away from the 
soon-to-be-relegated 7th to 9th 
placed teams. 

In another match, AI Wihdat 


monk’s Bflai Ali equalised in the 
25th minute but Karas nfh went 
on to score Al ArabPs second 
goal from a penalty kick in the 
40th minute. It was certainly Ai 
Arabi’s day as striker Ayman Al 


ui ouvuibi maiviif ru iuuai ruavi a uay aa auiACT rtynidlj 

finally won an important match Omari scored their third goal and 
beating Al Faisali 2-0 at Al Hus- MoufFaq Daraiseh scored the 


sein Youth City with a crowd 
estimated at 20,000, cheering. 
Both teams concentrated on de- 
fences, Although Al Faisali did 
not make use of the chances they 
had, Al Wihdat quickly scored 
the match’s two goals in tbe first 
half. 

Firas Fawzi scored the first goal 
in the 23rd minute, while Hisham 
Abdul Mun’em scored the second 
goal in the 44 minute. 

Al Faisali attacked relentlessly 
in the second half while Al 
Wihdat withdrew to defensive 
positions to keep their lead. 

Al Faisali's Jamal Abu Abed 
and Khaled Awad lost many 
chances as the match ended in a 
precious win for Al Wihdat who 
moved up to fifth position and 
can now make a comeback as a 
top team defending their title. 

Al Arabi scored a big win (4-1) 
over Yannouk Amman but both 
teams now have a gruelling battle 
to avoid relegation. Rakez Karas- 
neh scored Al Arabi’s first goal 
early in the 8th minute. Yar- 


fourth and last goal in the 59th 
minute ending the match 4-1 for 
Al Arabi. 

An unexpected but interesting 
■ result was Sahab’s 1-0 win over 
AJ Qadissieh, who bad beaten Al 
Ahli, drawn with Al Faisali and 
lost to Al Ramtha so far in tbe 
second round, proving to be a 
somewhat consistent team. 

This time Sahab m anag ed to 
alter that image and were deter- 


mined to win to improve their 
standing. Their early goal in the 
,13th minute by Ghaleb Raji could 
have been followed by other scor- 
ing chances as AI Qadissieh 
seemed to be playing their worst 
niatch, except for goalkeeper 
Khaled Abdul Fattah who saved 
a penally kick that would have 
given Sahab a 2-0 lead. Sahab 
were however happy with their 
1-0 victory. 

In the upcoming matches Al 
Qadissieb plays Yannouk Am- 
man Wednesday; Al Hussein 
clashes with Al Ramtha and 
Sahab plays Al Faisali Thursday; 
Al Ahli and AJ Wihdat clash 
Friday and AJ Arabi plays Al. 
Ramtha Sunday. 


STANDINGS 


Teem 

Played W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pis. 

Al HBSsem 

11 

5 

5 

1 

19 

11 

15 

Al Ramtha 

11 

i 

3 

2 

21 

13 

15 

Al Faisali 

11 

4 

5 

2 

17 

H 

13 

AI Ahli 

U 

.4 

5 

2 

11 

9 

13 

Al Wihdat 

11 

4 

4 

3 

18 

12 

12 

AJ Qadissieh 

12 

3 

5 

4 

11 

9 

11- 

Sahab 

12 

2 

7 

3 

u 

23 

u 

Al Arabi 

12 

2 

3 

7 

12 

22 

7 

Tirasfik Arana 

U 

2 

1 

S 

6 

22 

5 



& Al H u ss ei n- Al Ramtha have a postponed 

U.S., 
Germany 
advance in 
Federation 
Cup 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 
— Gigj Fernandez and Lori 
McNeil posted straight-set victor- 
ies to pace the United States to a 
3-0 viaory over Britain and a 
place in the second round of the 
Federation Cup. 

Top-seeded Germany, led by 
Wimbledon champion' Steffi 
Graf, downed New Zealand 34) 
and also advanced to the second 
round. 

In other first-round matches of 
the women’s equivalent of die 
Davis Cup, Japan advanced over 
Indonesia, the Netherlands beat 
Paraguay, Poland defeated Israel 
and Denmark edged Chile to 
®ani a second-round meeting 
with the Americans. 

Fernandez, ranked 25th in the 
world, beat Monique Javer 6-4, 

6- 1 to put tbe U.S. team ahead 
against Britain. 

McNeil then defeated Jo Dune 

7- 5, 6-3 to assure the sixth-seed 
Americans of the victory. 

In the doubles, Pam Shriver 
and Debbie Graham beat Durie 
and Clare Wood 6-4, 7-6. 

“We thought this could be a 
difficult match but we played 
well,” U.S. team captain Marty 
Riessen said. 

“Gigi arrived at 6 a.m. from 
Japan and I had told Debbie to be 
ready to play,” he said. “But Gigi 
had slept all the way on the plane 
and wanted to play/' 
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Indurain wins time trial 

LUXEMBOURG (AP) — Defending champion Miguel Tnd nrain 
of Spain powered his way into contention as be won the time trial 
m the Tour De France but Pascal Lino of Fiance remained the 
overall loader- Indurain won tbe 65-kilometre individual test with 
a top performance of 1 hour, 19 minutes, 31 seconds, three 
inmates _ ah ead of tbe field, a huge amount in this caliber of 
gj |! peuDon- He jumped from 12th to second in the overall 
stomhngs. France's Armand Dc Las Cuevas took second and 
world champion Gianni Bagno took third, 3:41 behind. Ttaree- 
tone winner Greg Lemond was fifth, 4:04 back with Znus Jaskula 
of Poland fourth. lino finished in sixth, 4:06 behind, far 
extoeding^ expectations after he was more than six minutes behind 
Indurain to both of last year’s rime, trials. 

Capriati prepares for Olympics 

NAHWAH, New Jersey (R) — Though she has had plenty of 
problems this year, American teenage star Jennifer Capriati is 
relaxed and confident heading into this month’s Olympics. Tm 
not going to feel any pressure at the Olympics," Capriati said at a 
ww conference Monday at the Patfamaik Tennis Classic, an 
5150,000 special event tournament where she is seeded second 
behind world number one Monica Seles. “It could be a once in a 
Metinie experience. Why not stress out myself about it? The fact 
mat I got picked is great.” Capriati has yet to win a tournament 
mis season and has lost in the quarterfinals of the year’s Grand 
^am tournam ents the Australian and French Opens and Wimble- 
don. Frustmed with her results, she fired coach Pavel Skml of 
Ozerao6lovata earlier this year. But, the 16-year-okl Capriati has 
high hopes m joining Mary Joe Fernandez, Zina Gamson and 
Gigi Fernandez on the U.S. team heading for Barcelona. 

Bubka nursing tendon Inflammation 

MILAN, Italy (AP) — World pole vault champion Sergei Bubka 
15 °P ?* n L a tendon infla mmat ion and said in an interview 
published Tuesday he will not compete in any international track 
meet before the Olympics. “I can’t take risks. My right heel-string 
hurts when I sprint prior to the jump, when I push hard,” Bubka 
said in an interview with Milan sports daily Gazzetta DeDo Sport. 

the games are near, and it’s an opportunity I can’t miss,” said 
Bubka, interviewed inBeiiin. The Ukrainian ace, who set a world- 
record of 6.11 metres in France last month, added that after the 
thrills in Seoul and Tokyo, when he won the Olympic and World 
titlra at the very last jump, be hoped to take it easy in Barcelona. 

1 hope to wm the gold medal in a tranquil way,” explained 
Bubka, a certain gold medalist in Barcelona. 

Ottey sets best time of year 

SALAMANCA, Spain (R) —Jamaican Merlene Ottey, who goes 
m search of her first Olympic gold medal Ibis month at toe age of 
set the fastest time in toe world this year in a women’s 100 
metres race. Ottey, who has yet to win a major championship 
L-’ to a dear Wctor y at an international meeting with a 
time of 1( ).80 seconds. She shaved 0.01 seconds off toeprevious 
best time this year, set. in Moscow last month by Russian Irina 
Knvalova, who will be one of her opponents at the Barcelona 
games which start on July 25. Ottey's compatriot Juliet Cothbert 
finished second Monday in 10.89 seconds. American Michael 
Johnson loped to an easy victory in toe men’s 200 metres but was 
well below his bet time. The sprinter coped with breezy conditions 
to sweep home m a comfortable 19.91 seconds with toe rest of toe 
pack never in contention. 

‘Pleterse can do well at Olympics' 

JOHANNESBURG (R) Zola Pieteree’p trainihg adVaser^aki : i 
Monday he was confident? .^.fxidd do >wdlf On flfeimoatofc 
Olympics despite having pulled out of a race , last week. Pieter 
Labuscfaagne, who used to. tnkin fceteise furT-thne' and ndw 
coaches another South African, Hana Meyer, said: “There is only 
one performance that counts and to* t is toe final at the Olympic 
Games.’ Picterse, who competed for Britain in the 1984 
Olympics under her maiden name of Budd, pulled up with cramp 
during a 2 000 metres race in London Friday. “What counts at toe 
Olympic Games arc guts, experience, and motivation and Zola 
Budd has got more of that than most athletes. Don’t write her off 
yet, Labuscfaagne said. 

Petranoff uncertain of Olympic place 

- _ ~J r ° rn ? er world J avclin record holder 
01 a P* 8 ** ™ South Africa’s squad for 
of concern over whether he is 
‘^hlem* South Africa (ASA) President Deon Van Zyl 
SOm L°®f als m *e athletics controlling body had 
aboat PetraDoffs eligibility. Petranoff, anatwal- 
is^^uth African, was part of a U.S. rebel athletics team which 

“L 19 ®L? ^e height of the international 
sports boycott unposed because of the country’s apartheid 

t^ttetively been given a place asafresenle 

t T D ’ R“ n l dcd h» change of nationafity posed no 

ESS B “t th«t was before the ASAoffidals 

raised their concern this weekend. 

Finns urge ban on new Nemeth javelin 

w — A new Javelin designed by Hungary’s former 
Olympic champion MDdos Nemeth violates international rules 
ana should be banned, a senior Finnish roods official said 
Tuesday. Czechoslovak Jan Zelezny set a world record of 94.74 
metres wrth toe new Nemeth at Oslo’s Bislet Games on July 4 
hero Uotila, projects chief at the Finnish Sports Federation, said 
thenew javelin had a removable carbon fibre shell w hich reduced 
vibration m the air. “ 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 15, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Fighter Foundation- 

forget serviog and doing for others 
and go after what you yourself are 
eager to have. 

URRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Consider well the various inti, 
mate desires that mean so much to 
you and to the little things that wju 
bdp bring such right into your 
orbit of influence. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Veiy particular and en- 
acting friends and acq instances are 
now willing to give you the benefit 
of their knowledge to aid you to 
get what you want. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: TBfe 
is a day and evening to liberate 
youraetf of-obEgatioiiS and respon- 
sibilities that claim you from the 
past. Organise your future to bring 
more efficiency and comfort to 
your everyday, life. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) So 
many interesting activities await 
your concentrated attention that 
you would be wise to make a plan 
of action to utilise them in a 
scheduled manner. 


TAURUS: (April 20 To May 20) 
You have a special ability that can 
be improved by more detailed 
attention focused upon it and it can 
prove even a greater benefit if you 
do so. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
ready for some activities at your 
borne this day that requires more 
than usual preparation and you 
have a better corresponding time 
by doing so. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Look for whatever for 
whatever ways you can best send 
off the messages that those at a 
distance 'are expecting from you 
and study new correspoodence. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can think about expenses and bow 
to collect monies due you for the 
coming days so devise a course of 
action by which this is done most 
easily. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your own thoughts and ideas 
should take precedence today so 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to get into 
those outside activities that are 
difficult to get done over tbe com- 
ing days to show that you are a 
solid citizen. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) If you have the chance 
to travel a distance for whatever 
your purpose tins should be a good 
time to do so and to make seme 
new acquaintances. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
aiy 19) A day to take care of 
whatever agreements you have 
made so dial they are in of 
you once and for all time and then 
you can formulate a new business 
system. 

PISCES: (Fcbruaiy 20 to March 
20) A cooriderabie amount of con- 
versation with an associate or part- 
ner is needed to reach a satisfac- 
tory meeting of minds so don’t be 
reticent with worth. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Girls mature faster than boys. In 
some cases, 30 years faster.* 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortfinaxy words. 


►. UWr scrambled word game 
. by Henri Arnold and Bob l!ne 


TYTIK 


□ 

□ 

□ 

m 






KYACT 


n 


. FLUDON . 

tUEtl 



CUMAUV 

in 


no 


, WHAT HE WAS WHEN/ 

| HE REALIZE? HE HAS? 
ENOUGH ©AS TO 
FINISH HIS TRIP. 


Now arrange the circtad letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gnsted by the above cartoon. 




Saturday's 


, (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SOGGY NOTCH GENTLE HAIRDO 

An8W8r W h a t atrapeza artist has to team how to do— 
GET THE HANG OF THINGS 


i ! 


✓ t 


GOREN BRIDGE 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
t TAMNAH HJRSCH 
mow Mw9a Santcn. km. 


SPARKLING DEFENSE 


Mutton’ Jeff 



Both vu lner able. West 
NORTH 
* A J9 

9 AKQ1095' 

0 8 1 

* A 10 7 

WMT BAST 

* K 10 # Q 7 3 

<?J82 943 

OAK 10 70 20 854 
*K9 * Q 6 5 3 2 

SOUTH 
486542 
987 
OQ J9 
_ 4J84 

The bidding: 

West North' Rest South * 

Dbl Pam 1 ft 

3? Pass 3 NT 

Ptow Pm 

j lead: ? 

at the bridge tahle is sometimea de- 

t^Mdbytheqasfityoftheoppo- 
nfcon. IC for example, dedaxer 
taows thrt'the opponents are not 
tbebest defenders, a deceptive play 
might stand a better chance than- 
»e technically correct Kn*. On this 
handfrom robber bridge, a defender 
who knew the enemy were reliable 
employed that knowledge to 
nod an unusual 

. Sitting West was San Frendsco 
“tenurtionahst, bridge teacher and 


1 0 

Past 

Pass 


cruise director Ron von der Porten. 
The one thing certain on this auc- 
tion was that North held at least an 

tighttriek band. The other wm that 
declarer surely held a diamond stop- 
per. Since a diamond lead was Kkdv 
to give dedaxer the ftilfinjug trick 
West cast shout for men fertile 
ground. 

Von der Porten considered lead- 
mg a Wt, but that probably wes 
°^yddsyiim the decision. With 
notemgmoefa to goon, Westdecid- 

to North was more Kkafr to be weak 

m spades tWdnbs, so the kfargof 

S»des hrt (he taMe. 
j_? wra WM “ow just one way for 
aectom to make ths game- ^ the 
ace of spade* and retain the jack, 
pnuxmgthe ten and setting up the 
owe os the firffiffing trick. Not sur- 
9 § declarer <nd not fmrl that 


declarer nm she heart 
tnefa- West discarded three <fia- 
nonds. East high-lowed in dube to 
a fwrture in' the suit, then 
torod a diamond and a spade, and 
*dareriet go three spades and a 
aub. Declarer tried a diamond to 
nrtuinS 

the king of clubs, and tbe defenders 

too assured of five tricks— three 
ratoonds and one in each Hfo-k 
suit. ‘ 




THE Daily Crossword w 


ACROSS 
1 Let abbr. ' 

5 Spectrum 
producw 
lOttsmia 

14 “ — and Lovers” 

15 Out of thte world 

16 Environs 

17 Ready ior a Ml 

20 Strong deeire 

21 Coolang 
eftamber 

S — •tquarante 

23 Did In 

24 Urban area 

25 Sparsely 

28 Literal 

translation 

29 Cycle or pod 
preoeder 

KVWeo’a partner 

33 Hair fringe 

34 fries' material 

35 Difflcult to hold 

38 N. Max. town 

39 Debt security 

40 Depart 

41 Supertatfva 
suffix 

« venerable saint 
43 Says 

4* Track event 1 
4b Mort, the 



e SBESSSS , «»“>‘ 


10 Cagney's TV 


46 Dsetare 
48 "He's making 

SoSvortte 

S7 Re la fiomtSp - 
,56 Emerald life 
| .69 MM see 
80 Severe 
,81 Conduct 

DOWN 

1 CMcti slgtitof 

2 Sped 
3SUon^ - ■ 

4 .Baton 'Rouge' 

7 Formerly Pa" 

aSmsH.drwc 
9 Sessions 


• 11 GoffcUb' ■ " 
IftDenomkiatkin. ' 

J3 Misappro priate 

jssaar 

23 Cuts' ' 

-24 — Doyle 

^23 Flavor 
26 Swaying dancee 
.27 Dostoevski's . 

- "The—" 

28 Name on a! 
check 

29 Trick’s * 
atamatfva • 
‘Superman- 

31 Manand . 

Ctori 

33 Altar girt? 

34 Ryan or Tatum 
38 Certain cottage 

voters. 

37 Gibson of 


nnr| n 

nHHHR nnnn 

Dnnnnrnn 

^nnnnn 

nnn nnnnn 
rinn iinnnnnri nnn 

nn nnnSS Rn nnnn! 

nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnn.T.nn nnnhm 

nnnn n nHnn rinnnnn 

nn™H nnnnn 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


4 

h 


43BIMcai 
at ro ngn w n 
44 Rise up . 
4SStap- 
'46 Movie dog 

* 48 ss 


43 Poker stake 

50 Virtuous 

51 Charier 

Lanm 

52Wap*bver 

54 Betrayer " 

55 Ottor 
Allah 


k 

iV 
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NW0RK 

TQK/Q ? ' 

-Ctijmirj- 

' CLOSE 
i-tfJ/7/M 

close • 

J«r.r wJni 


. 1.9295 

1,9235 ' . 


1.4745 



!inln 1-rnuc 

uiir 


l-irmli t-'tnnc 

4. mo • 

•5.0J30*_V : 

Japanese Vrn 

124.10 

124.95 - 


. ?.3I45 



• IMUlf SIU 
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. 14/ 7/92 


1 (.’m ■ ritry 

Tm hi 

4 ftllli.v 

u Mini. 

tl MTILV 


■3.43 

3.37 

. 3.43 

3.75 ' 


9.95 

9.93 

9,93 _ 

9.47 

IVnlulir Math 

9.44 


• 9.4* ! 

4.56 ■ 

SoIm 1 -tunr ^ 

4.75 

4.47 

mi 

4.44 

• 


mm 

10. oh 

mm 

Mtm 

Jap«irsr Veil ■ — 

4.56 

4.37 ■ 

4. IS 

4.14 

Knnipnu (‘iiiirnif Unit 

10.43 

10.30 

10.50 . 

10.37 
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«■» (.jittllriiL' 
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6.6b 
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* II K-.nl 


DM I/Ox 
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.Ill/Cm 

7089 


to 


-Inn nicy 

dill. ■ 

Oiler 

.iljt iioifctr 

0.666 

V ‘fa 

Mriliii|; t*,.i>i.if 

1.2614 ' 

7.2474 

I'rnl-rlif jVI.,i k 

0.4499 

0-4527 ' 

S«iw Franc 

. 0. 49*2 

0.5007 

Ft null rninc 

0.7332 

0-7339 

1 IJ-Jinrsc Vm* 

0.5327 

0.5354 

[likll liaiililrr 

0.3949 

0.4009 

Si't'lish Kmiia 

0.7259 

PAMS 

ir-iiMM i.ita* 

0.0594. 

ajisai 

•Mjyaii ;V:inr 

0.02777 

0.02744 

* Pc lu. 
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1 ‘inrmcjr 

Kill 

- (lifer 

ntillraiui lliit-.tr ' , 

7.7340 

.7470 

l.i.liMTit l.ii:i* 

0.03070 

> ,Q41U 

San ill Ittial 

0.7765 

.7743 

kmiaili Dinar 

2.250*0 

T.3300 . 

(.blari Unit! 

0.7404 

0.7420 • . 

Frjjinan I’lniii'.r 

0.2000 - 

0.2040- --;- - 

llittaui Ui}«r “ ",7 

7:6940" • ••• 

*7.7700- V V 

ll.\B Dili mm “ 

0.7104 

0.7420 

ffmitiiiia'* 

0.364S 

0.3945 

t'yiiriitf run ml 

7.5500 

7.5400 


K 
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liMfrx 

72/7/92 (lusc 

ll/Tlii a “ 

> Hi -Nil arc * 

742.70 

742.07 

{tanking Srrlur 

704.43 

704.92 

Im ti ran tv Sector 

750.73 

749.94 

Industry .Srrtwr 

794.54 

794.36 

Services Srclor 

774.23 

■ 

E 
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LONDON EXCHANGE NATES 


LONDON (R) — Following axe the buying and setting rates for 
pleading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
“on the London foreign exchange and .bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U3. dollar 


1.9220/25 

U3. dollar 

1.1928/33 


1.4835/40 

Deutschemarks 

1.6736/41 

Dutch guilders 

13400/10 

Swiss francs 

3035/59 

Belgian francs 

1 5.0325/75 

French francs 

1121/1122 

Italian lire 

124.73/76 

.Japanese yen 

53805/55 

Swedish crowns 

.5.8250/300 

Norwegian downs 

5.-7PSQ/100 

Danish crowns 

35030/35030 

U.S. doDaxs 
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COMPANY '5 NAME 


JOBOAR ISLAMIC UUK 
JOUU XBHAIT DOT 


-zmossaiAL mvsmbovi hir 
nxoR mur ras nvnn a nw a a na 
ara£ umm cmpoMzioa/omoAN 
mhul nn rat mvmtmjkt/qlo 
REAL B 873UX nvmBR 


nn BUM suvacaiaoKSBfflai ma boosimc 
uu nn 
ja»M hhhrance 


a atx land hbotmob 
. jokdapia* gr - iecn tic poor 
JOM DRSnOTZOKU. HOTELS 

LXVBVTOX S POULTRY 

jqbeuui ranowu. Batman Lima 
O WI T KP KUDU EAST 6 HmOPOni HOTELS 
JCHUIV KSDICKL CORPORUnOII 
KACHHART KJ0IP. RKHTXBG E HAUfTEKWICK 
mu nssoiusm « sgaiPMEiRS uminc 


mw mnn co. rat tmi. t rooo prod. 
ARAB PAPER CanamM S TMDXNQ 

Jordan mm 


AMP FBRBma»TIGUi WU m P AC T U R W 

HE JLHBOB TMEL COUKRCIAL E AGRICULTURAL 

RATI ORAL 9TSEL INDUSTRY 

mnaOEDUza Psnw-cHnacK. irddsthxcs 

IKS JOKIAM HUD KILLS 

Jordan csrjiKZC noosntixB 

JORDAN GLASS UOWSXBXES 

JORDAN. TANNING 

ARAB mm FOB PHARR . L CHZKXCALS 
NXXZOMAL noonsus 
JORDAN CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 


WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

spinning e weaving 

JORDAN HOOD INDUSTRIES / JW1CO 

mnau cable e wxbx Munruc w im K 

JORDAN BUUB&-CH8MXCALS 

THE JORDAN CEKEHT FACTORIES 


ARAB anmnr e mmATionL track 
JQGDAH TOBACCO E CXGARETTBS 


ZMDXK 

vouna 

JD 

PHEV. 

CLCBXHS 

raid 

OnCHlNG CLOS1HG 
PgJCX PRICE 

378 

2.870 

2.800 

2.800 

3,437 

1.690 

1.690 

1.870 

4.13S 

2.500 

2.500 

2.500 

3,010 

2.090 

2.020 

2.000 

3.170 

2.160 

3.170 

2.170 

417 

2.000 

1.950 

2.000 

M.666 

3.170 

' 1.170 

1.160 

3,344 

3.090 

3.090 

1.090 

7(3 

■3.040 

3.050 

3.050 

6,435 

2.660 

2.860, 

2.860 

4.6B0 

116.000 

117. 0Q0' 

117.000 

5,460 

£.790 

3.740 

2.740 

1.250 

2.490 

3.500 

2.500 

3,741 

2.550 

2.600 

2.6B0 

6,293 

1.280 

1.280 

3.270 

1,125 

4.000 

6.020 

4.010 

6,343 

1.350 

1.340 

1.330 

1,200 

2.430 

2.400 

2.400 

54.120 

1.550 

1.540 

1.540 

29 

0.280 

0.290 

0.290 

3,093 

1.000 

0.990 

1.010 

9.911 

0.960 

0-959 

0.960 

. 2,898 

0.690 

0.690 

0.690 

1,100 

1.370 

1.180 

1.180 

5.74B 

1.530 

1.510 

1.510 

3,337 

2.480 

2.47C 

2.470 

42,029 

7.830 

7.820 

7.760 

9.949 

9.970 

9.950 

9.950 

33,567 

5.760 

5-700 

5.760 

49,497 

4.540 

4.530 

4.570 

938 

3.750 

3.750 

3.750 

7,046 

6.400 

6-500 

6.300 

3,035 

4.700 

4-670 

4.670 

770 

0.780 

0.770 

0.770 

3,826 

4.550 

4.790 

4.700 

34,267 

3.07C 

3.070 

3.060 

3,340 

0.580 

0-580 

0.560 

2,100 

4.220 

4-200 

4.200 

1,325 

23.600 

13.250 

13.250 

1,184 

1.600 

1-560 

1.560 

1,083 

3.090 

3.090 

3.100 

1,300 

2.650 

2.600 

2.600 

27,732 

6.600 

6.750 

6.760 

1,738 

3.460 

3.470 

3.480 

3,338 

1.230 

1.240 

1.240 

4,969 

1.730 

1.730 

1.740 

860 

0.580 

0.570 

0.560 

191,312 

5.100 

5.110 

5.170 

20,791 

2.150 

2.150 

2.160 

504 

21.000 

21.000 

21.000 

3.446 

8.460 

8.460 

B.47Q 


CEABD TOTAL 


614,739 


HQ. OP TRASKS SHARKS U PARALLEL 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Profit-taking following Monday’s strong gains took its 
toll on prices, although the Nikkei average held above 17,000, 
ending down 137.10 points at 17.064.63. 

SYDNEY — The jsharemarket barely moved. The AD Ordinaries 

Index- closed 0.1 'points- down at 1,638.8.. .: 

HONG KONG — Shares ended slightly firmer in directionless 
trading. The Hang Seng Index dosed 1134 higher at 6,097.19. 
SINGAPORE — The market lacked fresh incentives but the 
Straits Times Industrial Index inched up 0.90 point to 1,483.78 on 
selective blue-chip buying. 

BOMBAY — Bombay Stock Exchange brokers continued their 
boycott for the 27th day. The last BSE index was 3,08034. 
FRANKFORT — Shares were weaker at the end of a subdued 
session while investors waited to see if the Bund e sba nk damped 
down further on credit. The Dax Index slipped 2.40 points lower 
at 1,734.10. 

ZORICH — Swiss shares dosed slightly easier after a moderately 
active session. The SPI Index lost 2.1 points to dose at 1.156.9. 
PARIS — The Paris bourse is dosed for the July 14 national 
holiday. 

LONDON — A late recovery lifted sha res to their first gain since 
last Thursday, buoyed by stronger FTSE futures and John 
Major’s optimistic comments about the economy. The FTSE-100 
index ended 5.7 h ighcr at 2,484.0. 

NEWYORK — U.S. shares drifted in sluggish late morning trade 
as investors showed little interest in stocks. The Dow was about 
6ne lower at 3336. 


AL CAZAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

ANNOUNCES... 

Special summer prices commencing June 20, 

From: JD 5.000 per person 
(In double occupancy) 

Contact Al Cazar Hotel 
Tel.: 03-314131/314132 
Fax: 03-314133 
Tlx: 62242. 


Gnema 


Tel: 677420’ 


"Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 





PARAMEDICS 

SbowK 3J0, 6*45, &30, 1fe30 pjn. 

Showdown In Uttlo Tokyo . 



MATT DILLON— IN 

A OSS BEFORE DYING 

Shown 1230, 3-J0. 6:15, 830^ 1030 

J 


Show: 5:10 pan. only. 


V 

/ 







Tel: 67557TV 

Nahfl Al Thaitri ' \ 



Tel: 625155\y^ 


As off Wednesday July 22 
a play for all the tamily 

SHAHRAZAD ANDSINB AD 

Prepared and directed by Hakim Harb 
Wb*ko*»E5|Mihiiid«piCbl*lioatloricliool*. 


The former Rainbow Cinema 
Watch for... 
the permanent 
Nabeel and Hlsham Theatre 
in 

Aldan New World Order 

at of July 15, 1992 




Major 

defends 

pound, 

policies 

against 

critics 

LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major Monday de- 
fended his policies and the pound 
sterling against critics in his party 
and sceptics in currency markets. 

He ruled out devaluation of the 
pound or reversing his tough anti- 
inflation policies, which have left 
Britain emerging only slowly 
from an almost two-year reces- 
sion. 

In a swipe at his critics, includ- 
ing former prime minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, Mr. Major made 
dear that be would not blink. 

"‘There have been too many 
instances is the past where (Brit- 
ish) governments have changed 
their policy at the wrong moment 
and sought reinflarion...,” Mr. 
Major told parliament. 

His goal is no inflation, not just 
low inflation. 

“It is absolutely imperative 
that we do not duck tbe necessity 
of bringing inflation down to a 
level below that of our competi- 
tors, as low as we can get — to nil 
if possible — and seek to keep it 
there,' 1 Mr. Major said. 

It was tbe latest in a series of 
public and private attempts to 
quell criticism among politicians 
in his ruling Conservative Party, 
led by Mis. Thatcher, and soothe 
jittexy financial markets. 

Tbe pound was under pressure 
Monday, clipping more than two 
German pfennings to below 2.85 
marks as dealers bet on tension in 
the European Community's cur- 
rency grid, the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM). 

Some expect Germany to raise 
its interest rates, almost certainly 
forcing Britain to follow, due to 
limits on fluctuations between 
currencies in the ERM, and poss- 
ibly twinned with a widespread 
reahngnment of currencies in tbe 
ERM. 



John Major 

Conservative critics accuse Mr. 
Major of allowing Britain to be- 
come a hostage to German cen- 
tral bankers trying to cope with 
high German inflation and the 
costs of reunification. 

They say the Bundesbank, 
Germany's central bank, is effec- 
tively preventing him cutting in- 
terest rates or depreciating the 
pound to boost the British eco- 
nomy, where unemployment is 
expected to top three million and 
thousands of businesses have 
gone to tiie wall. 

Mr. Major ruled out any 
realignment and rejected calls to 
pull out of the currency link and 
allow tbe pound and British in- 
terest rates' to fall. 

Devaluation, Mr. Major said, 
“leads only to a very short-term 
gain very rapidly eaten up.” 

But former Thatcher economic 
adviser. Sir Alan Walters, wrote 
in the London newspaper The 
Evening Standard Monday that: 
“While we maintain the ERM we 
not only deal hammer blows to 
our economy, we also pave the 
way for a centralised socialist 
Europe.” 

Britain entered the ERM in 
October 1990 to help curb infla- 
tion and adjust its economy to 
those of its EC partners. 

Inflation has fallen to an 
annual 3.9 per cent in June from a 
peak of 10.9 but interest rates are 
still high at 10 per cent, down 
from 15 in late 1990. Meanwhile, 
the economy has stagnated. 

Mr. Major said the strength of 
the pound in the ERM was the 
.preconfiioD for further interest 
rate cuts and there would be no 
withdrawal from ERM when the 
going got tough. 

“We are now making great 
progress of inflation. I have no 
intention of throwing it away," he 
added. 


Philippine congress 
urged to pass tax bills 


MANILA (R) — Philippine Pres- 
ident Fidel Ramos said Monday 
he was considering proposing 
new taxes to congress as part of a 
“bitter medicine'’ to revive the 
economy. 

Mr. Ramos, in a taped televi- 
sion interview, said the Philip- 
pines badly needed funds to fi- 
nance economic recovery efforts, 
including infrastructure necessary 
to attract investment. 

He said one of the suggestions 
being studied was to revive tax 
measures which congress failed to 
pass during the administration of 
bis predecessor Corazon Aquino. 

“We must have more foods to be 
devoted for infrastructure de- 
velopment ... I think this is a 
reasonable request for our peo- 
ple,” he said. 

The economy, saddled with a 
S29 billion debt, has been bit hard 
by a string of natural disasters 
and a severe power shortage. Its 
domestic economy, flat last year, 
is expected to grow by a mere 2.0 
to 23 per cent this year. 

The previous congress opposed 
passage of new taxes. 

“I think we cannot escape the 
fact that we have to continue the 
Utter medicine for this early 
period of tbe Ramos administra- 
tion so that the body politic after 
that wfll be in a better state of 
economic health,” Mr. Ramos- 
said. 

Mr. Ramos said he has also 
instructed his economic managers 
to ask tbe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for more leeway in 
its fiscal targets. 

Tbe Philippines is expected to 
overshoot a tight nine billion 
pesos (S346 million) maximum 
cash deficit committed to the IMF 
under the 1992 fiscal programme. 

It has target revenues of 254.19 
billion pesos (S9.7 billion) and 
spending of 263.19 billion pesos 
(510.1 billion) in 1992. 

“We are asking now our econo- 
mic managers ... to help in the 
diplomatic and political dimen- 
sion because we must try now to 


get more favourable conditionali- 
ties (from the IMF) especially in 
regard to the limit on deficit 
spending,” Mr. Ramos said. 

Tbe Philippines’ new govern- 
ment last week approved a S4.8 
billion debt rescheduling package 
with foreign commercial banks 
and declared that it hoped to sign 
the agreement before the end of 
the month, officials said. 

Approval of tbe plan would 
ease payment of the S29 billion 
foreign debt and result in “cash- 
flow relief ’ to Manila of up to 
S1.6 billion in interest payments 
over the next six years, Press 
Secretary Rodolfo Reyes told re- 
porters after a cabinet meeting. 

“We don’t want our energies 
to be taken up by continuing emo- 
tional debate about the debt 
problem,” said Finance Secretary 
Ramon Del Rosario.” Tbe deci- 
sion to go ahead is ... to put the 
debt problem behind ns." 

Central bank governor Jose 
Cuisia told reporters the debt 
package might be signed on July 
23 or 24 in Tokyo or Washington. 

“We considered this important 
because this ... wfll restore confi- 
dence among investors and allow 
the new administration to really 
put the debt issue behind us," 
Mr. Reyes said. 

President Ramos directed his 
economic ministers to “conclude 
the debt package with commer- 
cial bank creditors in order to 
secure the financial savings and 
investment enhancement benefits 
for the country." 

“Tbe key to spurring recovery 
and sustainable growth and job 
creation lies in higher levels of 
investments,” he added. 

The plan is tbe second portion 
of a package already si pied by 
the government of outgoing pres- 
ident Corazon Aquino and refer- 
red to her successor when he 
assumed office on June 30. 

The Philippines is seeking 
financing from the IMF, tbe 
World Bank and Japan to fund 
purchase of long-term bonds. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Voikswagon Jetta, 1987 model, low mileage, 
dip. plates. 

Price negotiable. 

Contact Mr. M. Vardar on 641251/2 


FOR RENT/ SALE SUPERDELUX VILLA 


Rent furnished : JD20,000 
Rent Unfurnished : JD17500 
SALE PRICE: JD 335,000 


. 450 Sa. Meter 
4 Bedrooms 
Location : Abdorn 


Kuwaiti overseas 
investments come 
under pressure 



Please call Abdorn Real Estate 

810605 - 810609 Fax : 810520 


KUWAIT (R) — A public state- 
ment on Kuwait’s investments in 
Spain has highlighted concerns 
that the emirate’s world portfolio 
has dwindled to less than half its 
value — once put at $100 billion. 

Tbe anonymous statement by a 
senior Kuwait Investment Office 
(KIO) executive in London to- tbe 
official KUNA news agency 
blamed other investors for the 
troubles of chemicals firm Ercros 
S.A. which could send a Euro- 
pean issued by KIO into default. 

Ercros is filing for court protec- 
tion on its 5302 million debt, 

Kuwait has channeled oil re- 
venues since the 1960s into build- 
ing up enormous investments on 
international markets. 

Investment earnings outstrip- 
ped oil revenues in the 1980s but 
Western diplomats and econom- 
ists say the portfolio may have 
sunk to below 540 billion from a 
pre-Gulf war total of about 5100 
billion. 

Kuwaiti officials have always 
refused to say how much the 
portfolio is worth, shrouding the 
KIO, known as one of the world’s 
most powerful investors, in a veil 
of secrecy. 

But the troubles of KIO’s 
Spanish portfolio, put at about 57 
billion, and a campaign by the 
opposition Al Qabas newspaper, 
prompted a lengthy reply carried 
by KUNA. 

‘The KUNA statement is un- 
usual... maybe well see them 
(tiie Kuwaitis) being more com- 
municative,” said one Western 
diplomat. 

‘They've made many sound 
investments in the past but they'll 
be under pressure in the next two 
to three years... they’re not used 
to having every decision count,” 
be added. 


The KIO official said the fund, 
which has just shaken up manage- 
ment of its main Spanish invest- 
ment vehicle, Grupo Torres 
S.A., was reevaluating its hold- 
ings and hinted it would not 
refloat Ercros. 

The KIO’s Spanish involve- 
ment has come m for particular 
scrutiny as it differs from tbe 
fund’s arm’s length approach 
elsewhere. 

The official said Torres had 
supported Ercros in the past, in 
contrast to the Spanish govern- 
ment and Spanish b an lot who 
relied on Kuwait to carry the 
burden. 

Tbe KIO’s reputation would 
suffer a serious blow if holders of 
a £100 million bond issued by 
Torres used Ercros’s bankruptcy 
to file for default. The official 
said the KTO was happy to pay 
out the bond if nervous investors 
demanded. 

Al Qabas echoed concern 
among local business circles that 
the government could lean on the 
KIO and its Kuwait-based ’ 
mother company The Kuwait In- 
vestment Authority to finance 
fiscal deficits by selling off farther 
key assets. 

But the official said the KIO 
would not abadon its core invest- 
ments. 

Local pressure on investment 
officials to reveal their decision- 
making process has mounted fol- 
lowing revelation of the setbacks 
in Spain and losses of tens of 
millions of dollars on the sale of 
shares in Britain's Midland Bank 
PLC. 

The KIO sold a 7.7 per cent 
share in Midland in April, just 
before the share price rose after a 
takeover bid. 


IBM, Siemens 
and Toshiba 
form alliance to 
develop chips 

NEW YORK (R) — Internation- 
al Business Machines Corp. 

(IBM) Monday announced a ma- 
jor alliance with Siemens A.G. of 
Germany and Toshiba Corp. of 
Japan to develop tbe next genera- 
tion of computer memory chips. 

The companies said they will 
cooperate in the development of 
256-megabit chips that will have 
16 times more capacity than the 
chips commonly in use today. 

One of the new chips — ex- 
pected to bold the equivalent of 
25,000 pages of double-spaced 
text — would most likely be used 
in future generations of small, 
powerful personal computers and 
workstations. 

“What we’re starting today will 
enable tomorrow’s computers,” 

IBM President Jack Kuehler told 
reporters. The advanced drips 
should be ready by the end of the 
decade, the firms said. 

The alliance is a major step in 
development of semiconductor 
chips after a joint U.S. 
government-industry chip- 
making consortium failed in the 
1980s. IBM is the world's largest 
computer firm, Siemens is the 
biggest in Europe and Toshiba is 
a major diversified company in 
Japan. 

The developers of the new chip 
wfll be fabricating some chip 
components a mere quarter- 
micron wide — 400 times narrow- 
er than a human hair — the 
companies said. 

The companies disclosed few 


details about their agreement but 
said they expect to spend more 
than SI billion developing new 
technology and building pro- 
totype chips. 

Teams from the three com- 
panies will begin work im- 
mediately at IBM's advanced 
semiconductor technology centre 
about 100 kilometres north of 
New York City. Over 200 resear- 
chers eventually wfll take part, 
including work at Siemens and 
Toshiba plants. 

Since its restructuring late last 
year, IBM has been pursuing 
alliances with global rivals in an 
effort to stay at the forefront of 
computer developments. 

“We still are fierce competitors 
in equipment and systems,” Sie- 
mens President Karlheinz Kaske 
said. “We just want to use the " 
same basic technology for compo- . , 
nents." 

In Tokyo, an American and a 
Japanese firm said Monday they 
had joined forces to make flash 
memory chips, tipped as one of 
the boom semiconductor pro- 
ducts of tbe 1990s. 

Japan’s Fujitsu and Advanced 
Micro Devices (AMD) of the 
United States said they had 
agreed to invest equally in a 5700 
million factory in Japan to make 
EPROMS (erasable programm- 
able read-only memories) and 
flash memory chips. 

They said that under the agree- 
ment they would also take stakes 
in each other's equity. 


Furnished House 
For Rent 

Spacious, centrally located house in Shmeisani available for 
rent: Six bedrooms plus a maid's room; six bathrooms, extensive 
reception area and guest rooms, central heating with an air 
conditioning unit, plus telephone, carpeting and garden. Annual 
rent 

If Interested, please call 679107 
between 10 ajn. to 1 p.m and between 5 pan. to 8 p.m. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

An aggressive international firm requires a young 
secretary with full command of English and Arabic 
languages and computer. 

Please call tel. 661798 


FOR SALE 

1990 Renault 25 model, duty unpaid, full options, automa- 
tic transmission, power steering, centre-lock by remote 
control, high quality stereo "Philips" controlled by steer- 
ing. Net Price JD 6,500. 

Tel. 602073 
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democrats to Bush: ‘No 2nd term’ 


NEW YORK (R) — The Demo- 
crats opened their presidential 
convention with boisterous, 
mocking rounds of Busb-hashing 
and Perot-puncturing while Bill 
Clinton promised to telJ America 
who he is and where he would 
lead the country. 

“As for as this White House is 
concerned — honey, you can turn 
out the lights because the party's 
over," wisecracking Texas gov- 
ernor Ann Richards told 
laughing, cheering delegates in a 
typical broadside as the Demo- 
crats opened their quadrennial 
■national convention in Madison 
Square Garden. 

- .“No second term no second 
term" the thousands of conven- 
tion delegates chanted m a near 
Frenzy as a gigantic video screen 
behind the speaker's podium 
flashed the phrase “read our Ups 
no second term." 

Abuse of Republican President 
George Bush and, to a lesser 
extent, independent Ross Perot 
were the order to the day as the 
Democrats — denied the White 
House for all but four of the last 
24 years — gathered to formally 
elect Arkansas Governor Clin- 
ton, 45, and his running mate. 
Tennessee Senator AI Gore, 44, 
as the “dream ticket’' to lead 
them back. 

Mr. Clinton followed the tradi- 
tion of keeping out of the hall 
until after he is nominated 
Wednesday. Bnt he said in a 
television interview he was work- - 
ing to eliminate the last bit of 
party disharmony by persuading 
former California Governor Jerry 


Brown to endorse bis ticket. 

The only major sign of party 
disunity was some taunting be- 
tween Brown partisans who 
chanted “let Brown speak" and 
Clinton forces who replied “let 
Brown sleep” the Brown forces 
kept up their chants throughout 
the evening. 

Mr. Brown, who ran a distant 
second to Mr. Clinton in the 
p rimari es and commands a bloc 
of just more than 10 per cent of 
the delegates, insists Mr. Clinton 
must commit himself to greater 
political reform to win his en- 
dorsement. Party leaders are de- 
nying Mr. Brown a speaking role 
until he grants that endorsement 

Mr. Clinton said he thought he 
and has rival would work things 
out But Mr. Brown indicated no 


While he kept his comments 
and his manner dignified and 
rapped Mr. Bosh only in reply to 
questions, the convention speak- 
ers piled on foe president with 
bare-knuckled gusto. 

Senator Bill Bradley of New 
Jersey reeled off a litany of prob- 
lems from economic stagnation to 
collapse of foe Soviet empire and 
the recent Los Angeles racial 
riots. 


willingness to yield. 
“We’T 


re here to stand up for 
what brought ns here," be told 
Cable News Network. 

Mr. Clinton told CNN he was 
working painstakingly on a 
Thursday night acceptance 
speech that would take advantage 
of that priceless bit of televised 
limelight. 

‘Tm doing my best to do a 
good job with it, to reach out to 
foe American people, to tell them 
who I am, what I believe in, why 
Tm running, what’s at stake in 
this election, what's at stake for 
the people in this election,” be 
said. 

“I want very very badly for this 
election to be an opportunity for 
the American people to change 
this country and to rebuild it and 
to renew it and to reunite it." ■ 


“What did yon do about it, 
George Bush," Geo. Bradley 
would ask after each item, and 
foe crowd would join him in 
chanting, “yon waffled and wig- 
gled and wavered.” 

Georgia Governor Zell Miller, 
the second of three “keynote” 
speakers assigned to rally foe 
crowd, took words from Mr. 
Bush’s own 1988 nomination 
acceptance speech to ridicule 
him : 


The vast majority of delegate, 
elected -in primaries and party 
votes, are committed to the par- 
ty’s new dynamic duo of Clinton 
and Gore tmd wiQ make them foe 
nominees Wednesday. 

Meanwhile an Arab- American 
leader Monday called the U.S. 
Democratic Party’s policy state- 
ment “one-sided” on the Middle 
East in favour of Israel and de- 
manded more attention from par- 
ty leaders. 

“What we need now is lead- 
ership and eveu-handedness, not 
political pandering,” said James 
Zogby, president of the Arab 
American Institute. 


“He told us he was a quiet 
man, who hears the voices of 
quiet people. Today we know the 
troth: George Bush is a timid 
man who hears only the voices of 
caution and the status quo.” 
Mr. Miller was one of several 
who also needled Texas bil- 
lionaire Perot, the potential 
third-force wild-card in this race, 
scoffing at his claims to be a 
Washington “outsider.” 

From Texas representative 
Barbara Jordan made no person- 
al attack on Mr. Bush in her 
keynote address but suggested a 
“thinly disguised racism and elit- 
ism” bad prevailed under Repub- 
lican administrations. 


“The party's prospective 
nominee and the Democratic Par- 
ty itself have chosen to take a 
position supported only be pro- 
Israel hardliners,” he said in a 
statement issued here. 

Expected Democratic pres- 
idential nominee Bill Clinton has 
been a strong backer of Israel in 
the p rimar y campaign and has 
accused Republican President 
George Bush of siding against 
Israel in the Middle East peace 
process. 


Arab-American Institute 
spokesman George Shadxoui said 
approximately 40 Arab- Amer- 
icans are among the 4,928 dele- 
gates to the Democratic national 
convention. 

“The platform should contri- 
bute to foe peace process," said 
Mr. Shadroui, adding foal Arab- 
Americans should have greater 
access to the “Democratic powers 


that be.' 


Pretoria 


accuses 

ANCof 

violating 

accord 


JOHANNESBURG (AP) — The 
government claimed Tuesday 
that foe African National Con- 
gress (ANC) has violated a peace 
agreement by stockpiling 
weapons and impersonating 
security force personnel. 

Deputy Justice Minister Danie 
Schutte charged the ANC milit- 
ary wing had stockpiled 
thousands of AK-47 assault rifles 
and millions of bullets along with 
bombs and missiles in neighbour- 
ing Angola. 

Mr. Schutte also charged sever- 
al ANC activists had been caught 
with police and army uniforms, 
allegedly to impersonate security 
force personnel in black 
townships hit by political vio- 
lence. He also referred to 
Amnesty International reports 
that the ANC is holding prisoners 
in other African nations. 

ANC officials had no immedi- 
ate response to foe charges, 
which Mr. Schutte said were 
being referred to the independent 
National Peace Committee, that 
oversees the accord signed by 
major South African political 
groups late last year. 

The charges appeared aimed at 
blunting ANC accusations of gov- 
ernment complicity in black 
township violence and came on 
foe eve of a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil debate on South Africa. 

Government and business lead- 
ers, meanwhile, continued sepa- 
rate efforts to defuse South Afri- 
ca’s political crisis and revive 
talks on sharing power with the 
black majority. 

The ANC pulled out of foe 
talks last month after about 40 
blacks were killed in a township 
massacre. ANC leaders said the 
tent was doing nothing to 
violence in black townships 
and was not negotiating in good 
faith on a new constitution. 

ANC and allied groups are 
threatening to launch a general 
strike on Aug. 3 to force the 
government to accept its demand 
for an interim government by foe 
end of foe year. 

President F.W. De Klerk Tues- 
day was finalising proposals to 
help end violence in black 
townships that has claimed 
thousands of lives in recent years, 
government officials, said. 

■ The plans were expected to be 
presented at the Security Coun- 
cil meeting in New York Wednes- 
day. The proposals would try to 
persuade the ANC to return to 
the constitutional talks, said foe 
officials, who gave no further 
details. 

ANC President Nelson Mande- 
la, South African Foreign Minis- 
ter Hk Botha and other leaders 
will attend the U.N. meeting. 

Business leaders were con- 
tinuing contacts with the ANCs 
trade onion ally, foe Congress of 
South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU). to try and avert a 
general strike. 

South African newspapers re- 
ported Tuesday that business 
leaders had backed COSATlTs 
demand for an interim govern- 
ment. But business leaders issued 
a statement rejecting foe reports, 
saying there had been no agree- 
ment. 


governmc 
halt viole 


CIS peace force 
moves into Ossetia 


MOSCOW (AP) A joint 

military peacekeeping force took 
up postions near Smith Ossetia 
in Georgia Tuesday to end one of 
the ethnic conflicts in foe former 
Soviet Union. 

A battalion of Russian para- 
troopers joined forces with troops 
from Georgia and North and 
South Ossetia near foe regional 
capital Tskhinvali a Georgian 
military .spokesman said. 

South Ossetians have been bat- 
tling Georgians for more than a 
year, demanding unification with 
North Ossetia across foe border 
in Russia. More than 700 people 
have died apd 1,500 wounded 
since the fighting began, accord- 
ing to the secessionist Sooth 
Ossetian parliament. 

In fighting Monday night, four 
people were killed and two 
wounded when Georgian forces 
fired on Tskhinvali, the ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said Tues- 
day, quoting reports from foe 
South Ossetian parliament. 

The peacekeeping force, which 
will set up a buffer zone between 
foe waning sides, consists of 800 
soldiers — 200 each from Rus- 
sians, Georgia, South Ossetia and 
North Ossetia. Another 900. 
troops were being kept in re- 
serve. 

Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze said foe arrival of foe 
peacekeepers was crucial. “If foe 
conflict is not settled tins time, 
our prestige in. the world will drop 
again," he said. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said 42 
observation posts will be set up in 
foe buffer zone and an interna- 
tional Press centre will be estab- 
lished. “We hope it will provide 


objective information,” he said. 

Intervention in the South Osse- 
tian conflict could be a preview 
for actions by a separate, larger 
peacekeeping force founded last 
week by foe Commonwealth of 
Independent State (CIS). 

Russian officials said Monday 
that Commonwealth .foreign 
ministers will meet in Uzbekistan 
Wednesday to complete details of 
foe Commonwealth force and 
plan its first intervention, foe 
Interfox News Agency said. 

The Commonwealth force was 
expected to make its first foray in 
foe separatist Trans-Dniester re- 
gion of eastern Moldova by foe 
end of July. 

More than 60 0 people have 
died in four months of fighting 
over foe thin stop of rich farm- 
land and factories in the south- 
western corner of foe former 
Soviet Union. The mainly 
Russian-speaking Slavic popula- 
. tion wants to secede from Moldo- 
va and its ethnic Romanian 
majority. 

In fighting Monday night, the 
’two sides exchanged gunfire in 
•the separatist town of Bendery, 
ITAR-TASS said. One separatist 
was killed and four Moldovan 
policemen were wounded, the 
news agency said. 

Meanwhile five people were 
reported killed in overnight shell- 
ing by Azerbaijani forces of foe 
southern Armenian town of 
Kapan, an Interior Ministry offi- 
cial said Tuesday. Armenia and 
Azerbaijan have been waging a 
4-year war for control of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a mainly 
Armenian enclave inside Azer- 
baijan. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Mount Plnatubo erupts anew 


MANILA (AP) — Mdunt Pinatubo erupted anew Tuesday and 
maximum alert warnings were raised over towns around foe 
volcano, scientists said. The formerly dormant volcano located in 
Zam bales province, 50 miles (80 kilometres) northwest of Manila, 
erupted in June last year, killing 700 people and rendering tens of 
thousands of families homeless. There were no immediate reports 
of casualties. The Philippine Institute of Vulcanology and 
Seismology described the eruption as moderate, characterised by 
“a continous stream of dirty white steam column with accompany- 
ing ash” coming from an island-dome that had formed in the 
crater lake. “Based on the appearance of the lava dome, we are 
now raising the alert level from foe current alert level, from 3 to 5. 
which means that eruption is in progress," the institute said in a 
statement. 


Kaunda’s son arrested in Zambia 


LUSAKA (R) — Zambian police arrested foe son of former 
President Kenneth Kaunda and a member of his cabinet, Zambia 
Radio reported. The radio, monitored by foe British Broadcast- 
ing Corporation, said Tiiyenji Kaunda and former Home Affairs 
Minister Kingsley Chin kali were released later but would be 
charged with conspiracy to defeat the course of justice. The 
present home affairs minister, Newstead Zimba, told the radio 
that foe case involved serious allegations against the country’s 
judiciary. He said foe arrests had no political motive. Kenneth 
Kaunda told a news confe ren ce earlier Monday foe government 
of his successor, Frederick Chihiba, was harassing himself and his 
family. 


China is ‘flexing muscles’ In Asia 


MANILA (R) — Philippine Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus 
said Tuesday China was flexing its muscles with the departure of 
U.S. forces from South East A sia, he told reporters one week ' 
before foe Asean Foreign Minis t ers ’ conference is Manila that foe 
end of foe cold war would force South East Asian countries to 
work more dosefy together in protecting their own security. 
“China slept for a long time under a soporific ideology. Now, it is 
waking Dp." Mr. Manglapus told a press conference. “China is 
merely living up to historical expectations that being such a big 
country, it would not fail but to flex its muscles. “You cannot 
avoid geography. China and Japan have a love-hate relationship. 
There’s enmity (between them). We’re not foe only ones in foe 
middle but foe whole of South East Asia is caught in the middle.” 


Vietnam 

aborts 

democratic 

election 


experiment 


HO CHI MINH CITY. Vietnam 
(R) — Communist Vietnam has 
given voters new freedom to grill 
candidates running for the 
National Assembly but virtually 
aborted a plan to throw foe elec- 
tion open to independent candi- 
dates. 

Voters have spent long sessions 
in recent weeks complaining to 
candidates running in the July 19 
election about the state’s inability 
to halt corruption, unemploy- 
ment, smuggling and the disin- 
tegration of social services. 

“The old people ask about 
their pensions. The young people 
ask how we’re going to stop 
corruption, to restore discipline, 
to create jobs,” Nguyen Tbi Nu, 
a 63-year-old candidate in Ho Chi 
Minh City told journalists 
Monday. 

There are 601 candidates run- 
ning for the 395 seats in foe 
National Assembly, which has 
evolved in recent years from the 
ruling Communist Party’s rubber 
stamp into a more independent 
legislature. Assembly elections 
are held every five years. 

In foe past, candidates had to 
be sponsored by the fatherland 
front, an official umbrella body 
for organisations representing 
women, workers, young people- 
ethnic minorities, religions and 
other groups. 

But a law passed in April' 
makes it possible for individuals 
to propose themselves as candi- 
dates or to be proposed by col- 
leagues. 

Forty-two such independents 
stepped forward but all except 
two have either been disqualified 
or have withdrawn their candida- 
cy, Assembly officials said 
Tuesday. 

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam’s 
commercial centre and formerly 
called Saigon, had the largest 
number of independent candi- 
dates with 11. 

City authorities said Monday 
voters in the districts being con- 
tested by the 11 independents 
found all unqualified and that six 
subsequently withdrew :/bUe the 
other five were disqualified. 


Etiunc Serbian sokfiera rest in a forest on the outskirts of foe Bosnian town of Gorade, near foe 


Serbian bonier 


Bosnia factions agree to peace talks 


LONDON (R) *- Leaders of 
Bosnia's warring factions have 
agreed to come to Loudon to 
meet EC envoy Lord Carrington 
in a new bid to end the fighting, 
British officials said Tuesday. 

The officials said Bpsnia-Her- 
zegovina’s Foreign Minister Haris 
Silajdzic, Radovan Karadzic, the 
main Serb political leader, and 
Marie Boban, a leader of Bos- 
nia’s Croat community would 
hold separate talks with Lord 
Carrington Wednesday. 

“If foat goes well, he might be 
able to get them to talk 
together,” one official said. 

The leaders, who represent 
Bosnia’s warring Serb, Croat and 
Muslim factions, could remain in 
London for several days if the 
talks progress well or they could 
leave quickly if Wednesday’s 
separate session fail to agree on 
joint talks. 

The officials said there were no 
current plans for British Foreign 
Ministiy Douglas Hurd, who is 
leaving later this week on a fact- 
finding tour of Yugoslavia and 
some of its breakaway republics, 
to attend Wednesday’s talks. 

But Jose Cutilerio, a Portu- 
guese diplomat who has been 
involved in the EC's mediating 
efforts, would take part. 


Bosnia's Muslim leaders, who 
control the republic's govern- 
ment, called a halt to EC-spon- 
sored peace talks at foe end of 
May in pro t est at a Serb mortar 
attack in foe Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo which killed 16 people 
and injured 110. 

At that time, Mr. Silajdzic said 
Bosnia's Muslim would not re- 
sume negotiations until Serb 
fighters opened Sarajevo’s Air- 
port, lifted roadblocks and with- 
drew their artillery from around 
foe Bosnian capital. 


‘ Meanwhile, Serb forces believe 

they wfll capture; foe -town of 

Gorazde within 48 hours, a senior 

source dose to the U.N. forces 
told Reuters Tuesday. 


Since then Lord Carrington has 
made sporadic attempts — so far 
unsuccessful — to restart a poli- 
tical dialogue aimed at ending 
months of fighting and thrashing 
out future constitutional arrange- 
ments for Bosnia. 


The source, who spoke cm con- 
dition of anonymity, said that 
daring talks Monday with Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic, foe U.N. asked for access to 
die besieged town, 70 kilometres 
(44 milies) east 6f Sarrjevo. 

“Karadzic said this will be 
possible only after Gorazde fell 
which would be Wednesday or 
Thursday,” tire source said. 


Bosnia’s Serbs have proposed 
dividing foe republic into ethnic 
areas and urged foe Muslims to 
start negotiations, although they 
want to preserve Bosnia in its 
present borders. 

The Serbs have announced a 
Serbian Republic of Bosnia-Her- 
zegovina, which covers about 60 
per cent of Bosnia, while the 
Croats have established foe re- 
gion of Heiceg-Bosna near the 
western border with Croatia. 


Serb forces launched an offen- 
sive on the mostly Muslim-popu- 
lated town Saturday, deploying 
tanks and pounding it with heavy 
artillery. 

All communications with the 
town, with a 70,000 population 
including 10,000 children, are 
cut. 


The food and medical situation 
in the town is desperate, and 
doctors have been forced to 
amputate without anesthesia. 

It prompted Bosnia’s Muslim 
President Alija Izetbegovic to 
appeal to U.S. President George 
Bush and U.N. Security Council 
for help. 


Japan 

voter 


apathy 
is helping 
LDP 


TOKYO (R) — “They’re all cor- 
rupt, every one,” said an irate 
Japanese drinker in a bar near 
Tokyo. 

• “I don’t feel like voting for any 
of them, do you?" he said, nudg- 
ing his neighbour for approval. 

Japan’s coming national elec- 
tions might have provided an 
important gauge of voter senti- 
ment on major questions for the 
I99Qs, such as Japan’s future 
global role. 

Instead public apathy over 
politics in general, unmoved by a . 
lacklustre campaign, seems likely 
to keep many people at home on 
July 26,- when Japanese vote to 
renew half foe members of foe 
252-seat upper house. 

If that proves to be the case. 


experts say, the long-ruling 


Liberal Democratic Party 
will be the beneficiary. 

The LDP’s hold on power tar 
not at stake this time round. The 
conservative, pro-business party 
has a stable majority in foe more 
powerful lower house. 

Yet commentators believe 
there is little chance it will be the 
target of any widespread protest 
vote, such as it faced in 1989.. 


Deputies warn Yeltsin not. 
to yield islands to Japan 


MOSCOW (R) — A group of 
Communist and nationalist de- 
puties told President Boris Yelt- 
sin Tuesday he risked unleashing 
World War HI if he returned 
disputed islands to Japan. 

The deputies accused unnamed 
presidential aides of trying to 
persuade Mr. Yeltsin to give up 
two out of four islands seized by 
Moscow at foe end of World War 
II. Russia calls them southern 
Kurile Islands while Japan refers 
to them as the Northern Terri- 
tories. 

“Reviewing the results of 
World War 3 could push the 
peoples of foe world towards 
World War HI," wrote 52 de- 
puties in an open letter to Mr. 
Yeltsin published by several con- 
servative Russian newspapers. 

“It is immoral to deprive Rus- 
sia of part of its territory without 
the knowledge of parliament and 
a popular referendum. It is a 
criminal violation of the constitu- 
tion." 

The deputies, including mili- 
tant nationalist Iona Andronov 
and Gennady Soyenko, co-ordi- 
nator of foe Co mmunist- par- 
liamentary faction, said a number 
of countries could use the issue to 
raise their territorial Haims to 
Russia. 

Russia currently includes areas 
of territory that before foe war 
belonged to Germany, Finland 
and Estonia. 

The dispute over foe four is- 


lands has effectively stalled coop- 
eration between Russia, succes- 
,sor to the Soviet Union, and 
•Japan. Tokyo says it can render 
much-needed economic aid only 
after return of the islands. 

Mr. Yeltsin told fast week’s 
meeting of the group seven (G7) 
richest countries the dispute was 
a bilateral issue between Russia 
and Japan and would be discus- 
sed during his visit to Tokyo this 
September. 

Mr. Yeltsin has outlined a five- 
stage 20-year plan for closer links 
between the Kuriles and Japan, 
but has never explicitly suggested 
any return of the territories. Resi- 
dents of tiie Russian Far East 
have frequently accused foe pres- 
ident of pre parin g a self-out of 
the islands. 

Meanwhile, Japanese Foreign 
Munster Mkhio Watanabe plans 
to visit Moscow before Mr. Yelt- 
sin .comes to Japan in mid- 
September, a Japanese Foreign 
Ministiy spokesman told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Watanabe, who returned 
to work Monday after a gallstone 
operation in early June, will hold 
talks with tns Russian counter- 
part, Andrei Kozyrev, to fay the 
groundwork for Mr. Yeltsin’s 
visit, the spokesman said. 

“The timing is not decided yet. 
Mr. Watanabe is very eager to 
go,” be said. Mr. Watanabe cur- 
rently returns to hospital each 
night after work. 


U.S. ship threatens to shoot down Australian plane 


CANBERRA (R) — A U.S. 
tip threat 


Navy warship threatened Tues- 
day to shoot down an Australian 
airliner with more than 300 pas- 
sengers aboard in a bizarre d rama 
over the Pacific. 

The pilot of Qantas flight 
QF12, an hour out of Los 
Angeles en route to Sydney, was 
jolted by a can from the warship 
saying be faced "hostile action” if 
the aircraft did not quit the area, 
a Qantas spokesman said. 

The U.S. Navy’s Pacific Fleet 
in Pearl Harbour later identified 
foe ship as the USS Cowpens, foe 
same class of Aegis missile cruiser 
as foe USS Vincennes winch shot 
down as Iranian riviHan airliner, 
in foe Gulf in July 1988, killing 290 
passengers and crew. 

The Qantas pilot radioed the 
Federal Aviation Authority 
(FAA) in Los Angeles which put 
him cm a frequency to foe warship 
via U.S. defence headquarters at 


tile Pentagon in Washington, be 
said. 

In foe anxious three-way con- 
versation in the early hours of the 
morning, foe FAA resolved the 
drama by putting tire Qantas 
flight on apath bypassing the 
Cowpens which was taking part in 
a military exercise. 


Elty Brekke, spokewoman for 


the FAA in Los Angeles, con- 
firmed that the airliner, following 
its predetermined flight path , was 
told it risked faring hostile action. 

Mr. Brekke said die pentagon 
informed the FAA foat the navy 
was merely conducting a voice 
exercise, and the Qantas flight 
was in no danger. 

Mr. Brekfee said, the Qantas 
flight was “where a should have 
been”, and the FAA did not have 
information foat the U.S. Navy 
was conducting manoeuvres that 
would require restricted airspace. 


Mr. Brekke said the FAA was 
investigating the incident, and 
said tire preliminary inv estigati on 
showed no fault on the part of foe 
pilot or air traffic controllers. 1 
“It appears to be either confu- 
sion or nriscommunkatioa,” Mr. 
Brekke said. 

. The Pacific Fleet spokesman 
said the Cowpens bad inadver- 
tently used "an international dis- " 
tress frequency” in trying to con- 
tact planes taking part in the 
exerase. 


“We’re looking into how it 
happened,” Commander Jim 
Kuala said. He also said the 
exercise commander bad taken 
measures to ensure the incident 
would not happen again. 

Commander Kudfa said the 
purpose of the egercoe was to ' 
test radar and radio equipment' 
and dkf not involve the use of 
weapons. 


In Sydney, Qantas spokes man 
Ken Boys said the airfare was told 
that foe navy had in fact not 
intended that foe pilot hear the 
message. 

. He Said the Gowpens believed 

: rt was seixlmg a warning - message 

to an aircraft in the “Rimpac9Z” 
**errise, winch involves 45 ships, 
200 aircraft sailors from foe Ur»- 
ited States, Canada, Japan, Au- 
stralia and South Korea. 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
embassy in Camberra, said: “ItV 
my understanding in these exer- 
cises that they are not using live, 
ammunition, so I think was just a 
matter of a communications 
problem. 


“It’s something they would 
want to look into and see that it' 

ss* asMSi the 

Sydney* ® 
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Carson signs deal 
for new shows 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Less 
than two months after be abdi- 
cated as king of the fate-night talk 
shows, Johnny Carson signed a 
contract that will put him back on PI 
television, the NBC Television 
Network said. Mr. Carson, who 
for three decades ruled late-night 
television as host of The Tonight 
Show, has signed a multi-year 
contract “to star in and/or de- 
velop a variety of original prog- 
rammes for the network," NBC 
said in a statement. “We are 
thrilled to have Johnny back with 
NBC and have the opportunity to 
work with him on his first televi- 
sion project since be stepped 
down as host of The Tonight 
Show,” foe network said. Mr. 
Carson retired as The Tonight 
Show host on May 22 in a final 
broadcast that was seen by more 
than 43 million viewers nation- ! 
wide. He was succeeded by come- 
dian Jay Leno, who had frequent- 
ly been a stand-in for Mr. Carson. 
Mr. Carson won six Emmyj . 
Awards in his years as host of the 
popular show foat featured a 
mixture of comedy, conversation 
and music with celebrities. 


13-year-old to edit 
U.IC’s popular daily 


LONDON (R) — A 13-year-old 
boy who has just become Bri- 
tain's youngest university gradu- 
ate takes over as editor of the 
Son, the nation's Wggest-selling 
newspaper. Ganesh Sittampalam 
stunned the academic world by- 
winning a first-class mathematics 
degree. The tabloid is (o try out 
his skills by appointing him editor 
— just for foe day. “It will make 
a change to have some brains 
around the Son newsroom,” said 
Gus Fischer, an executive of 
News International which owns i 
the Sun. The Sun uses a mix of 
self-promoting stunts, competi- 
tions and photos of bare-breasted 
women alongside its news stories 
to keep up its sales of 3.5 million 
copies daily. 


Madonna closes 
deal on 

Miami mansion 


MIAMI (R) — Madonna has 
finally bought the elegant water- 
front Miami home she has been 
eyeing for several months at a 
record price of nearly S5 million. * 
Citing legal documents related to 
the sale, the Miami Review, a 
local business and law publica- 
tion, said the $4.9 million price 
tag was the highest ever paid for a 
Dade County home. The former 
owners got a record profit of 
nearly $2.8 million for the house 
they purchased in August 1988. 
The entertainer first saw foe 
property last spring during a 
photo shoot here, when she 
posed topless riding a bicyde in 
front of the house. The photos 
were taken for a book on her’ 
sexual fantasies. The six-bed- 
room Mediterranean-style home 
sts on a strip of land on Biscayne 
Bay that was known as Mil- 
lionaire’s Row during foe early 
part of this century. 


Swiss army sells off . * 
old gear— atone 
franc a piece 


BERNE (R) — The Swiss army 
whose numbers have been cut b; 
a third, said it would sell off 50i 
tonnes of old berets, tunics am 
trousers at one franc ($0.74) i 
piece — not all of them washed 
Army coats come a little dearer 
at five francs ($3.7) a time. Tbi 
Defence Ministiy said in a state 
ment foe summer dear-out parti} 
reflected the reduced number o 
soldiers, but was also needed ft 
dear storage space for new urn 
forms. 


Thai poultrymen cry 
foul over kill fees 


BANGKOK (R) — Thafla 
poultry fanners are in a flap < 
an Interior Ministry p lan to a 
them pay tax for each -of foe 
fflUHon chickens, ducks and j 
they slaughter each year. A 
cent law, the livestock sfangi 
control and meat trading 
gives the Interior Ministiy 
power to charge slaughter ; 
and it is apparently about 
impose them on poultry, 
Bangkok Post reported. The 
net the ministry 250 minion t 
($10 million) a year by chaJj 
fanners 0.10 baht to staurd 
each bird, 0.10 baht as a shed 
and surcharges of 0.40 baht, ( 
baht and 1.3,0 baht for each eta 
cn , duc k or goose, it said. 1 
Feedmffl Association Presit 
Tim Phanma sm said he would 
foe ministry to reconsider 
policy which he claimed wc 

damm^ foe country’s multin 
lion dollar poultry export int 

try. Up to now the Interim Mi 
try has taxed only pig iriik 









